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View from the Chair
Welcome everyone to a new season and
to the first edi�on of 2019-20 season for
Baggie Shorts. A lot has happened in
recent months and behind the scenes at
the Hawthorns there seem to be many
changes – par�cularly to the academy
set up and it remains to be seen what
this delivers in the longer term. It is
pleasing to me that we have appointed
an experienced manager in Slaven who
is popular with the supporters at present
and who seems to be giving our younger
squad players a chance to impress.
This emphasis on giving Ferguson,
Edwards, O’Shea, etc. a chance to be in
and around the first team has caused me
to reflect on how these individuals have
seized the opportunity and seem to be
playing with smiles on their faces, happy
to be playing for the Albion. We have
also seen the return of Romaine Sawyers
who many of us had high hopes for when
he was first at the club.
What is no�ceable about Romaine is
that he seems fabulously happy to be
back with us – even though I don’t think
we’ve seen the best of him yet and we
probably won’t do so un�l everyone such as Hegazi and Barry - are fit.
I purposely watched Romaine a�er our
last home game. He was the last Albion
player off the pitch, walking around the
front of the Halfords Lane posing for
pictures and signing autographs as if it

was the best thing in the world – despite
just pu�ng in massive effort during the
game. His posi�ve and enthusias�c
response is perhaps even more
no�ceable given the recent press reports
on Slaven’s need to “have words” with
Rekeem Harper.
At �mes when he has played, from my
posi�on in the stands, Rekeem seems a
li�le uninterested and demo�vated and
it appears as though he doesn’t want to
be out there in the blue and white
stripes. Hopefully this is just my
misinterpreta�on of his body language
but let’s hope that Slaven has given him
the sufficient “reminder” of what is
required to be a top player and to
enhance his career and not waste it now
that he has a new contract. He is only
young but we also had a 19-year-old
back in the late 70s who went on to be a
genuine Albion legend. Perhaps
Romaine could take Rekeem under his
wing and remind him of the benefits of
being a footballer and how even modest
players will be forever lauded by the fans
if they think they have at least put in the
effort, shown the desire and respected
the local community and fanbase.
TLIMS – The Lord is My Shepherd!
Steve Wa�s, Chair, London Baggies
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a letter from the

editors

What a nice posi�on we are in.
We have equalled the club record
unbeaten start to the season,
playing some lovely football in
ever growing patches and lying
only two points behind the
leaders a�er ten games. The
appointment of Slaven which
happened just as we went to
press for the last Baggie Shorts
has really worked. This is the first
�me in an age that I can doff my
flat cap off to our directors for
building from the top with a such
a
recognised
interna�onal
manager in charge. I don’t know
if he hates the Villa but he does
love the Baggies and we love him.
It’s been a big �me for your
magazine too. Anoushka Probyn,
one of the founding editorial
team, has le� us. We will
definitely miss her both from a
personal view (she was a joy to
work with) and from a
professional view (she is a really
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talented designer). I’m sure you
will all join with us in wishing her
every success as she con�nues to
grow her own design business.
Jon Want has stepped into the
breach. He brings his enormous
skills and Albion knowledge to
the inner team. We are also
welcoming Hitesh Patel to our
new squad to improve our visual
offer.
In this ac�on packed issue you
will find something for every
Albion taste including regulars
such as the View from the Chair always an interes�ng read and
thank you to Il Presidente; our
best ever answered quiz (we got
well over 66 responses) so thank
you to every London Baggie who
took part. We have a report on
what it is like to be a new recruit
- thank you, Alex. Jon Want gives
us a really good introduc�on to
the new faces, and we have a

wonderful tribute to our own
Jimmy Jimmy from our very own
Brexit Brexit Dave; a piece on
war�me
heroes
from
the
Hawthorns and a report by Ian
Tinsley on the very funny evening
with Graham Roberts. We
remember the Black Eagle at
Benson Road, plus plenty of
photos; and our own journo Andy
Jones chipped in with a report on
our visit to our favourite ground
the iconic Craven Co�age. Aidan’s

very popular Q&A features Julia
Howard who flies in to give us a
very interes�ng read. And we have
the new Adam’s quiz for your
delecta�on. By the way Dawson
moved to Wa�ord in the summer
and a�er the recent 8-0
hammering by City I was asked if
we sold them Les Dawson!
Upwards and onwards and
gree�ng to all of you riding on the
Baggie winner.

Adrian Chiles knows where to read the best Baggies features!
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the joys of being a new
London Baggie
By Alex Horton
The 2018-19 season will certainly go down
in history as a rather even�ul one for the
Albion faithful – first �me back in the
Championship for nearly ten years with
some exci�ng games along the way, a
managerial sacking at a seemingly strange
�me and a season defining penalty
shootout against those who will not be
named. However, for myself, it will also be
remembered as my first season being a
member of the ‘London Baggies’.
Moving from Bristol to London (yes, it’s a
weird story – I am an Albion fan who has
never lived in the Midlands, thanks Dad),
one of the first things I decided to do was
start planning the season and looking in
glee at all the available train op�ons to
home and away games up and down the
country.
I had always been aware of the London
Baggies’ existence through an informa�ve
and very ac�ve social media presence.
Added to this, I had always been aware they
were one of the most ac�ve supporters
clubs within the Albion but upon signing up
en route to Bolton at home, I had no idea of
the events that would come up or the
ensuing loss that day to a team ul�mately
des�ned for relega�on.
Throughout the season, we were lucky
enough to have evenings with former
players such as Mickey Lewis, Brendan
Batson, Dean Kiely and Graham Roberts.
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These evenings were fantas�c events,
being of interest not only to Albion fans but
also to football fans in general. Hearing
Batson’s tales of growing up, to Kiely’s
rela�onship with certain people in the
game was a fascina�ng insight and these
former player events are something I
cannot recommend highly enough to
anyone who is able to a�end. With
proceeds from these events going to
excellent charitable causes, they are a great
way to meet fellow-minded Baggies and
have a great insight to our club, covering
very different genera�ons. A�er the events
finish, I would o�en ring my Dad up and
relay the tales, much to his entertainment
and interest!
The Supporters’ Club also held regular pool
games and various meet-ups, but
unfortunately a thing called work would
some�mes get in the way, meaning I wasn’t
able to make all events sadly. However, the
hiring of pubs and meets-ups before games
was another highlight – very much looking
forward to Millwall away again and the
Bermondsey Brewery,
So, a�er another move, I now find myself
located in south London and ready for
another season following the Albion from
the capital. Already, a minibus has been
arranged for Derby away, and I’m sure more
former players will be in a�endance over
the course of the year.

Oh, Jimmy, Jimmy!
Jimmy, Jimmy, Jimmy Morrison!
Our cub reporter, No Deal Dave, pays tribute to one of the
finest of his generation
That song I, for one, will sadly miss.
James Morrison wore the No. 7 shirt for
over 300 games: what loyalty, what
class. It would have been many more
but for a par�cularly lengthy and horrific
foot injury: out for almost a whole
season; and he was, of course, ‘The best
Scot never to play for England’ (Garth
Crooks). His vision for a pass and
technical ability, with the balance and
elegance of a ballet dancer, made him,
for me, ‘Man of the Match’ even before
kick-off.
His best technical goal, and one that
stays in my memory, was at St Andrew’s:
a difficult, high-bouncing ball which he
feinted to volley with his le�, sending
the hapless, blocking, Blues’ defender
hurtling into space, before controlling
and smashing home with his right from
about 12 yards (Rondon, please note).
But for me, the most emo�onal goal
must be the late headed winner at
White Hart Lane in 2014, having grown
up in To�enham and lived most of my
life subjected to the arrogance of Spurs
fans. What a moment! It was an early
kick-off game but I didn’t get home �ll
about midnight, the London Baggies all

celebra�ng back at Dave’s Albion pub.
I vaguely remember having to be put
on my train by Max and El President
(elect).
As well as being two-footed, Mozza
also apparently possessed a useful
right hook, as a young unapologe�c
Saido found out a�er giving away
possession late on against Cardiff,
leading to their equaliser.
I have been lucky enough to chat to
him in the Players’ Lounge a couple of
�mes a�er games, courtesy of Max,
but I never did get his shirt, which he
promised. Oh Jimmy, Jimmy.

Mozza gets to meet his hero
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M ATC H
REPORT

Our man at the match,
Andy Jones, reports
from the Cottage
Pictures by Laurie Rampling

Fulham 1 West Bromwich Albion 1
14th September 2019
Albion survived a first half storm to
salvage a point at Craven Co�age and
preserve our unbeaten League start
to the season. A�er Fulham peppered
Sam Johnstone’s goal up to the hour
mark - with Johnstone turning
Carney’s shot on to the cross bar - a
tac�cal remix by Slaven Bilić, sending
on Krovinović, Edwards and RobsonKanu, swung the game back in
Albion’s favour, with Fulham being
the ones hanging on at the end.
If you saw the game on TV you
already saw more of it than I did. The
two �ckets I purchased didn’t exist,
the row simply stopping at seat 102
and star�ng again at 109. This meant

Edwards ba�les with Sessegnon
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I was crouched in a gap between seats
peering through a le�erbox-sized gap
to see the ac�on. The official
response from Fulham was that, “the
�ckets were there, they were just
numbered wrongly and West Brom
stood up all game anyway”, so I
wasn’t due any refund or apology.
There was more generosity found in
Fulham’s goalkeeping as Marcus
Be�nelli flapped at a swinging
Pereira corner in the 80th minute and
presented the ball to Semi Ajayi to
head in in front of his family. It capped
another impressive performance
from the athle�c centre back whose
pace gives a cri�cal ability to push the
back line further up, something we
were unable to do with the
Dawson/Hegazi axis last season.
There is an assump�on that Hegazi
will come in for Bartley once fit, but
Bartley was again assured in shackling
Aleksandar Mitrović and is playing
with confidence of late. Indeed, it
took a mishit cross from Knockaert to
finally put Fulham in the lead just

a�er half �me, the sixth �me in seven
games we’ve gone behind this
season. With that in mind, it shows
the resilience the team has to be s�ll
unbeaten.
In truth, whilst Johnstone kept us in
the game early on, West Brom looked
the stronger side once they had won Diangana gets close to Steven Sessegnon
the midfield ba�le a�er the hour. coming on and imprin�ng on the
Aus�n, who had missed two game with some forceful wing play.
presentable chances in the first half,
looked more comfortable once HRK Pereira, all spinning feet and angled
arrived alongside him up top, the ex- passes, showed a more muscular side
Reading man pu�ng in a purposeful, to his game as the midfield intensified
bustling shi� to drag his team and Krovinović also added thrust to a
forward. It was also another previously outnumbered WBA centre
showcase for our excellent youth when he came on. Darnell Furlong
system with Ferguson coping came closest to winning the game
admirably on his unfavoured le� side with a flicked header from a corner
against one of the best a�acks in the and several Edwards pull backs
league, and Kyle Edwards, who has agonisingly found only green space,
been in the shadows for a few weeks, but West Brom can be pleased with a
point.

Ajayi celebrates the equaliser as Furlong and Robson-Kanu watch on
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The late signing of free agent, Ali Al-Habsi, brought Slaven Bilić’s
summer signings to ten. In this ar�cle, Jon Want takes a look at the
addi�ons in the defensive part of the pitch.
Pictures by Laurie Rampling

The departures of Craig Dawson, Allan Nyom, Mason Holgate and Tosin Adarabioyo
meant that some significant strengthening would be needed along the back line.
Furthermore, it was clear last season that defensive midfield needed some freshening
up if only because most of the op�ons available are well into their 30s.
Born: 9 Nov 1993 (age 25), Crayford, London
Signed: 20 Jul 2019 from Rotherham United
Fee: Undisclosed, believed to be about £1.5m

Semi Ajayi joined from Rotherham
United for a fee believed to be around
£1.5m. He first signed professional forms
with Charlton Athle�c but made his
professional debut on loan at
Conference side, Dar�ord, in November
2012. The London born Nigerian
interna�onal didn’t make a first team
appearance for the Addicks, or either of
his next two permanent clubs, Arsenal
and Cardiff City for whom he signed in in
July 2015, a�er an ini�al loan spell.
While at Cardiff, he had two short loan
spells with AFC Wimbledon and Crewe
Club
Charlton Athle�c
Dar�ord (loan)
Arsenal
Cardiff City (loan)
Cardiff City
AFC Wimbledon (loan)
Crewe Alexandra (loan)
Rotherham United (loan)
Rotherham United
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From
Jul 2012
Nov 2012
Jul 2013
Mar 2015
Jul 2015
Sep 2015
Nov 2015
Jan 2017
Jul 2017

To
Jul 2013
Dec 2012
Jul 2015
May 2015
Jul 2017
Oct 2015
Feb 2016
May 2017
Jul 2019

Apps.
0
3
0
0
0
5
13
17
83+8
121+8

Goals
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
15
17

Alexandra before he finally got his break
with a half season loan to Rotherham
United in January 2017. He played 17
�mes for the Millers that season and,
while they were relegated to League One
at the end of the season, manager Paul
Warne had been impressed enough to
sign Ajayi on a permanent deal that
summer.

He was a regular in the promo�on
winning side the following season, scoring
five �mes, and established himself further
in Rotherham’s Championship campaign
last
season
winning
the
EFL
Championship Player of the Month for
March this year.

Born: 31 Oct 1995 (age 23), Luton
Signed: 23 Jul 2019 from QPR
Fee: Undisclosed, believed to be about £1.5m

Ostensibly a central defender, Semi can
also play as a defensive midfielder.
23-year-old right back, Darnell Furlong,
signed from Queen’s Park Rangers for a
fee in the region of £1.5m. He is the son
of former QPR striker, Paul Furlong who
is an academy coach at Lo�us Road, and
made his senior debut for Rangers in
February 2015 in a Premier League
fixture at Hull City. He missed much of
the rest of that season through injury
and, following the R’s relega�on, it was
decided to send him out on loan the
following season to gain further
experience.
His second loan spell, at League Two
Cambridge United, was a success as an
ini�al month’s contract was extended for
the rest of the season with Furlong
playing every minute of every match for
the Us during his �me at the club.
Club
Queen’s Park Rangers
Northampton Town (loan)
Cambridge United (loan)
Swindon Town (loan)

His next loan, to League One Swindon
Town, was also a success as he made 28
appearances for the Wiltshire club un�l
new QPR manager, Ian Holloway,
decided to recall him in January 2017.
Holloway put Furlong straight into the
star�ng line-up and the youngster’s
performances earned him a contract
extension.
From
Jan 2015
Sep 2015
Jan 2016
Aug 2016

To
Jul 2019
Nov 2015
May 2016
Jan 2017

Apps.
65+7
11
21
25+3
122+10

Goals
2
0
0
2
4

10

Born: 2 Nov 1991 (age 27), Birmingham
Signed: 27 Jul 2019 from Bren�ord
Fee: Undisclosed, believed to be about £3m

He has been a fairly regular starter since
appearing in all but one match for
Rangers from mid-December onwards.
Romaine Sawyers is a name that will
have been familiar to Baggies fans long
before his move to the Hawthorns from
Bren�ord for a fee in the region of £3m.
As a graduate of the West Bromwich
Albion academy, the one surprise is that
he never made a senior appearance for
the club in his four years as a
professional at the Hawthorns, featuring
in just one matchday squad for the final
day of the 2008/09 Premier League
season at Blackburn Rovers.
He was always considered a good
prospect but a�er a few unspectacular
loan spells, he was released by Albion in
the summer of 2013. He promptly
signed for the club at which he had been
on loan that year, Walsall, despite having
played just 16 minutes of football for the
Saddlers during his loan spell.

story for the next two seasons as
Sawyers became one of the Saddlers’
main a�acking threats, and was named
in the League One PFA Team of the Year
for 2015/16, finishing runner-up in the
Player of the Year award to Bradley Dack.

He featured in every league matchday
squad for Walsall in the 2013/14 season,
ini�ally on the bench, but becoming a
regular starter from the middle of
November, finishing the season with 7
goals in 49 appearances. It was a similar

When his contract expired in the
summer of 2016, Sawyers rejected the
offer to extend his stay at the Bescot, and
instead opted to link up again with Dean
Smith who had moved to Bren�ord the
previous summer.

Club
West Bromwich Albion
Port Vale (loan)
Shrewsbury Town (loan)
Walsall (loan)
Walsall
Bren�ord
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From
Jul 2009
Jan 2011
Jan 2012
Jan 2013
Jul 2013
Jul 2016

To
Jul 2013
Feb 2011
Apr 2012
May 2013
Jul 2016
Jul 2019

Apps.
0
0+1
2+5
0+4
131+26
123+12
256+48

Goals
0
0
0
0
19
8
45

In his first season at Griffin Park, Sawyers
won the Players’ Player of the Year and
Community Player of the Year awards
having scored 8 goals in 45 appearances.
His good form con�nued the following
season as he turned into one of the Bees’
best players helping them to a top ten
finish in the second �er.

When Dean Smith moved to Aston Villa
last season, new boss, Thomas Frank,
named Sawyers as the club captain and,
while he didn’t find the net last term with
Frank moving him to a deeper central
midfield role, he recorded 7 assists and,
by the end of the season, was considered
to be one of the ho�est proper�es in the
Championship.

Born: 30 Dec 1981 (age 37), Al-Mudhaibi, Oman
Signed: 29 Aug 2019
Fee: Free agent

Finally, veteran goalkeeper and free
agent, Ali Al-Habsi, joined on 29th August.
With the departure of Boaz Myhill, Bilić
obviously felt that the two “young”
‘keepers needed some experienced
compe��on.
Omani Al-Habsi spent nearly a dozen
years in England having ini�ally signed
for Bolton Wanderers in 2006.
It was at Wigan Athle�c and Reading that
he made his name. He was on the bench
for the La�cs’ cup win in 2013 and was
also named in the Championship Team
of the Year in 2016/17 and was also
named the Royals’ Player of the Year.
Club
Al-Mudhaibi
Al-Nasr
FK Lyn
Bolton Wanderers
Wigan Athle�c (loan)
Wigan Athle�c
Brighton & Hove Albion (loan)
Reading
Al-Hilal

He most recently played for Saudi club,
Al-Hilal, and played against Slaven Bilić’s
Al-I�had last season.

From
Jul 1998
Jul 2002
Jul 2003
Jan 2006
Jul 2010
Jul 2011
Oct 2014
Jul 2015
Jul 2017

To
Jul 2002
Jul 2003
Jan 2006
Jul 2011
May 2011
Jul 2015
Nov 2014
Jul 2017
Jul 2019

Apps.
35
4
66
18
39
115
1
91
44
413

Goals
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
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an evening with

Graham Roberts
Ian Tinsley reports on Graham’s visit to the London Baggies
Pictures by Laurie Rampling
Having contacted a couple of ex Albion
players without success, it was with a
degree of hope rather than expecta�on
that I posted a tweet on Graham
Roberts’ �meline asking if I could send
him a direct message. Having explained
about Albion’s cap presenta�on
ini�a�ve, Graham said it would be
fantas�c to a�end a London Baggies
Evening and receive his WBA cap.
To put his career into context, Graham
made 429 first team appearances,
pulling on an Albion shirt on only 39
occasions, during what can be
considered a low point in the club’s
history. That said, it was with great
expecta�on that a decent crowd turned
out at O’Meara in Southwark.
It became very clear that Graham didn’t
have the easiest route to success in the
professional game. Being one of six
children, he was brought up on a
Southampton council estate and his
mother managed his local team which
produced the likes of Steve Moran and
Graham Baker. A�er being released by
Southampton and then sold by
Portsmouth, Graham ended up working
on the docks and playing for Weymouth.
A�er being watched by Ron Atkinson
against Telford, his big break came with
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an offer to sign for the Baggies when a
figure of £30,000 was agreed between
the two clubs.
Graham explained that he and his wife
went house hun�ng in the Midlands only
to be invited down to Spurs by the great
Bill Nicholson and then manager, Keith
Burkinshaw. As they say, the rest is
history. Graham revealed that Big Ron
never spoke to him ever again a�er
signing for the north London club. The
decision proved to be the right one,
winning the FA Cup on two occasions,
losing his two front teeth in the process
and li�ing the UEFA Cup, scoring a goal
in the second leg and one of the deciding
penal�es. Whilst excelling for his club,
Graham earned his six England caps,
recalling one even�ul Interna�onal trip
to Brazil. A�er a training session, he was
diagnosed with a ruptured appendix and
without the quick interven�on by
physio, Fred Street, the outcome of
emergency surgery at a Brazilian hospital
could easily have been different.
A�er playing 209 �mes for Spurs and a
fallout with Chairman, Irving Scholar, an
18 month and 55 game spell beckoned
north of the border at Rangers. His �me
in Scotland proved far from uneven�ul,
being charged with breach of the peace

Before this period in his career, Graham
divorced from his wife Ann and his
influen�al mother passed away. This
resulted in a difficult period both
emo�onally and financially, with the sale
of the majority of his medal collec�on at
Sotheby’s for £16,000.

for on field ac�vi�es and being burgled by
a Cel�c suppor�ng, Chinese takeaway
delivery driver.
Despite a gap of 10 years, the
opportunity to play for the Throstles
came in 1990 a�er a fallout with Ken
Bates, Brian Talbot signed Graham from
Chelsea for £220,000.
In only his second game against Wolves,
Steve Bull found himself on the wrong
end of one of Graham’s welcome tackles,
spending the majority of the game in his
pocket which he gestured to at the final
whistle. Unfortunately, this was followed
by the infamous cup game when Albion
went down 2-4 to Woking with Tim
Buzaglo scoring a hat trick. Graham
described his second half display as the
worst ever and the game s�ll gives him
nightmares. Despite this result, Graham
was voted player of the year by the
official WBA supporters’ club. The
introduc�on of Bobby Gould as manager
signalled Graham being axed from the
team and an injury at Hartlepool resulted
in the end of a short Albion career.

Graham went on to explain his path into
football management recalling with
fondness of his �me at Yeovil and then
Clyde who were paired with Cel�c in a CIS
Cup game. His team were 33-1 underdogs
but with 8,000 packed into the ground at
Broadwood, Clyde ran out 2-1 winners. I
don’t think this par�cular story went
down well with the Cel�c suppor�ng
Baggies in the audience. Graham went on
to recall funny stories of his last
management posi�ons for the Pakistan
and Nepal Na�onal teams.
The memorable evening ended with exAlbion player, Kenny Foggo, awarding
Graham with his Albion cap and money
raised going to the Centre Algarve Charity
that Graham spends much of his spare
�me raising money for.
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Q&A

Aidan Rose interviews Juila Howard
Long haul stewardess for WBA based at LHR, Julia started flying
at 21 and, yes, she is s�ll circumnaviga�ng the globe some **
years later. Suppor�ng the Baggies is a longer haul!
Why The Baggies?
I wuz born with Baggie blud. I would
have liked a transfusion at an early age.
My dad’s family home from Victorian
�mes was in Dartmouth St, West
Bromwich. As a boy he used to walk
across the town with his dad and
grandad to the match.

First ever game?

with my sister. We enjoyed a rather
sa�sfying amount of success there.
Despite the FA Cup semi final defeats.

Worst away trip?
West Ham v Albion - 28 Dec 2013. On
landing at LHR from SF at 1145 I thought
I had plenty of �me to get across town in
good �me for pre-match beers.
Unfortunately, kickoff �me was 1245.

7 May 1966 - Albion 2 Spurs 1. Bobby
Hope and Jeff Astle scored - the great
Jimmy Greaves played for SpursI Jeff
lived in Springfield Crescent, a few doors
along from my grandpa. A good �me to
be an Albion fan.

The Black Eagle or The Vine?

Best away ground?

Best ever game at The Hawthorns?

Highbury. The atmosphere and the
history oozing from the old ground. In
the late 70s and early 80s when I used to
drive my orange mini to all the aways

Albion 2 Valencia 0, UEFA Cup, 6
December 1978 - Absolutely Bal�c
condi�ons. First half penalty to the
Albion. Eventually Laurie and Tony
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Always the Vine. At least two pints and
some skewers off the grill. A�er match
how about the Soho Tavern to watch the
late TV kickoff?

Brown prevailed, the place went
absolutely bonkers.
Big Ron and
everyone back to the Europa Lodge a�er
for champagne - what a night! I’ve s�ll
got a Valencia shirt somewhere given to
me by one of the players...

Best ever Albion chant?
West Brom FCeeeeeee - from the Black
Countreeeeee.
Liquidator always
brings the tears to my eyes. It’s OUR
song - isn’t it?! Despite others vying for
ownership...

All-�me Albion low?
A toss-up between:
Albion 0 Portsmouth 1 - 2008 FA Cup
semi final at Wembley. Our fans
wouldn’t sing loud enough., soooo bad,
total despair.
Albion 1 Ipswich 3 - 1978 FA Cup semi
final at Highbury. I remember crying
my eyes out in the stand. I mean - it
was our absolute God-given right to be
in the final that year.

Most memorable away game?
Arsenal 2 Albion 3 - 25 September
2010. Sco� Carson was outstanding.
Brilliant to stuff the Arse on their new
patch.

Interes�ng claim to fame
Since the 1930s my great grandad had
two seats in The Halfords. The seats
were handed down thru the family
un�l the 1980s. Legend has it that they
were playing so badly and my great
grandad was SO cross he had a heart
a�ack - and died in his very seat at the
Hawthorns.
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Answers to Adam’s Quiz: 1. Millwall - 19 Dennis Wise, 4 Tim Cahill, 10 Danny Dichio;
Albion - 5 Darren Moore, 10 Andy Johnson, 18 Jason Koumas. 2. 1-1 3. Koumas and
Gaardsøe 4. Dichio and Johnson. 5. Igor Bališ. 6. Portsmouth (2008). 7. Liverpool,
2005/06. 8. Maidstone United, 1992. 9. Franck Ribéry. 10. FC Porto

The Black Eagle
Hockley, Birmingham

Jackie Mason remembers a Baggies institution
The summer of 1990 was the start of
27 years of Real Ale and excellent food
at the Black Eagle.
Tony Lewis, Michael Livesey and
Robert Broadbent, who up to this
point had all be members of the
ac�ng fraternity, moved out of south
east London during what must have
been the ho�est week of that
summer to a very different pub than it
is now.
My first memory of that first weekend
was arriving at Birmingham New
Street sta�on, having travelled up
from London, only to be met with a
blank expression when I asked the taxi
driver to take me to “The Black Eagle,
Factory Road”. On arrival at the pub I
understood why!!
The décor of the pub was right out of

All freshly decorated ready to welcome
customers
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the 1970s, there was no beer (or any
alcohol of any descrip�on), the
garden was like a jungle and the
whole place was thick with dirt and
grime. All this even though the
previous owners had only moved out
a day or so before the lads moved in.
Added to this was the fact that the
previous owners also had a full grown
German Shepherd dog which they
were not taking with them when they
moved so unless Tony, Michael and
Robert were prepared to take it on the
animal was going to be destroyed –
needless to say the dog stayed!
Sadly, all the photographs that were
taken over that first weekend have
been misplaced but it does not take
much in the way of imagina�on to
visualise what it was like. The next
few weeks were, as predicted, an
extremely busy period ge�ng the pub
ready to open for business:
•

The whole place had to be
thoroughly cleaned before the
decorators could come in and
start to re-decorate;

•

The toilets, which were outside,
and not in good condi�on, were
replaced by portaloos in the

This was followed by their first
CAMRA award in 1992 as “Pub of the
Year”. Quite an achievement in such a
short period of �me!
Their first CAMRA award was
subsequently joined by many more
over the years – the last one just
before the pub was sold being a Silver
Award for “Pub of the Year” in 2016.

This temporary wall hides the building
works for the kitchen and restaurant

garden for a few weeks whilst the
old brick-built building housing
the toilets was knocked down and
the new inside toilets were built;
•

An extension was built which was
to house the new kitchen and the
restaurant.

A�er the pub had been re-decorated
and opened for business Tony set
about establishing the Black Eagle as a
place where good quality real ale was
available.
Whilst Tony was looking a�er the beer
Robert was using the original kitchen
(which is now the Snug Bar) providing
good, wholesome food which was
good value too.
Tony, Michael and Robert worked
extremely hard to make The Black
Eagle a friendly, welcoming pub and
this hard work was rewarded in the
early days with some excellent writeups in the Birmingham Mail.

In addi�on to all the other awards in
2010 Tony was also awarded a
personal “Award of Excellence” from
CAMRA a�er 20 years as Landlord of
The Black Eagle.
In the early days the pub was �ed to
Ansell’s Brewery and served mainly
Ansell’s Mild and Bi�er along with
lager, cider and Guinness. In addi�on,
Marston’s Pedigree was also available.
This obviously changed in later years
as Tony established good contacts
with a large number of smaller
independent breweries, brewers and
suppliers from all around the country
which enabled him to increase the
range of different beers available with
Bathams becoming a par�cular
favourite of many of the London
Baggies who used the pub on a
regular basis.
Baggies supporters from Birmingham
and further afield have enjoyed the
hospitality of The Black Eagle on
match days and evenings for many,
many years and the arrival of the tram
system in Birmingham with stops at
Benson Road and The Hawthorns has
made their journey to and from the
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ground much easier and more direct.
In addi�on to its reputa�on for real
ale and good food the pub was also
well known for its party nights many
of which involved fancy dress.
One party that comes to mind is a
Halloween party at which Tony
dressed up as Frank-N-Furter from
“The Rocky Horror Picture Show”. I
was lucky enough to be standing at a

Just two examples of
some of the many
fancy dress ou�its
worn over the years

spot in the pub where I could see
everyone’s reac�ons to Tony’s ou�it
when he came down from the flat
above the pub – anyone who has seen
The Rocky Horror Picture Show will
know that the costume that this
character wears is somewhat risqué –
the expression on most of the
customers faces was a picture to say
the very least!!

The New Year’s Eve par�es held in the
pub were also very popular and
known for not only for being a good
party night but also for being a long
evening, with many people not
leaving the place un�l 3.00am or later
New Year’s Day The popularity of
these nights meant that in later years
they became “all �cket” evenings with
the money raised from the �cket sales
being donated to charity.
One customer (who as well as being a lifelong Baggies
fan, a previous Chair of the London Branch and is also
now my husband) surprised everyone by re-appearing
about an hour a�er it was thought he had gone home.
In fact, what had happened was that he had gone to
the toilet and had fallen asleep in there. On waking
up he just returned to the party and con�nued to
have fun seeing the New Year in.
Tony made the difficult decision to re�re from the pub
trade and finally le� the Black Eagle in 2017. He
ini�ally went to stay with Robert, who had moved
back to Yorkshire, for a short holiday to take stock and
decide what he wanted to do in his re�rement. He
eventually decided that he wanted to move to Spain.
He has now se�led in a part of Spain which is slightly
away from the tourist spots although he does return
to the UK periodically to visit his family who live in
London and the South East.
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Heroes from the Hawthorns
and other places

Robert Bradley (a Hawthorns season �cket holder and
Albion historian) and Douglas Gorman (a Sco�sh
football historian) have collaborated in wri�ng ar�cles
quite o�en with a Baggies/Sco�sh theme. Their first
book take a wider scope. “50 Football Heroes: in War
and Peace” tells the individual stories of bravery of fi�y
Bri�sh footballers and includes a summary of their
football careers that vary from interna�onalists to
playing at lower levels in the game.
Three of the players have Albion on
their playing CV. The profile of each
player goes into more detail of the
acts of bravery than normally seen in
club histories and a more detailed
career summary than usually
included in a club’s who’s who.
Each story is unique and are drawn
from the two World Wars and
peace�me. Recogni�on ranged from
the award of the Victoria Cross and
other military decora�ons through to
awards by the Royal Humane Society.
In some cases recogni�on was given
in the courts, by work mates or by
the football authori�es. In others the
recogni�on was simply the gra�tude
of the person rescued and his/her
family.

The three Hawthorns heroes are
drawn from the Second World War.
Peter McKennan was Men�oned in
Despatches a�er the Normandy
landings and the advance on Berlin.
Larry Coen was also Men�oned in
Despatches as a gunner in a
Lancaster bomber and six months
later was awarded the Dis�nguished
Flying Cross.
Harold White was awarded the
Military Medal as one of the first
members of the SAS.
The book retails at £10 plus £2.99
postage and packaging and is
available on Lulu through the link
below.

h�p://www.lulu.com/shop/douglas-gorman-and-robert-bradley/50football-heroes-in-war-and-peace/paperback/product-24213354.html
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survey

With
Aidan
Rose

Championship Away Grounds

London Baggies follow the Albion over land and sea (and water) so we think we
know a thing or two about the grounds we have to visit over the coming
months. We conducted a survey of our membership with 63 respondents and
one Reading Imposter asking them to name their best and worst away grounds.
This was inspired by our visit to the lovely Kenilworth Road in August and one
of the worst pieces of so-called sports journalism that ranked the
Championship grounds. To get the measure of the quality of the Talksport
“analysis” just read their ranking and comment on The Shrine:
10. West Brom (The Hawthorns)
Standing at 551 feet above sea level, West Brom’s ground boasts the record
of being the highest stadium in the football league.
Albion is expected to challenge for the promo�on spots this season so if the
team can string results together then the Hawthorns could become one of the
be�er stadiums in the division.
Well, we thought we could do be�er than this so we surveyed London Baggies
and got 60 respondents.
The Best
So, Fulham gets the biggest vote, mostly based on the loca�on and pubs
nearby. It was lovely to see some sen�mental Baggies vo�ng for Bren�ord
Talksport
Ra�ng

London Baggies Best Away Grounds
29%

Craven Co�age (Fulham)

13%

Griffin Park (Bren�ord)

11%

Elland Road (Leeds United)

10%

Hillsborough (Sheffield Wed.)
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8th
19th
1st
17th

John Smith’s Stadium (Huddersfield)

5%

2nd

City Ground (No�ngham Forest)

5%

18th

Kiyan Prince Founda�on Stadium (QPR)

5%

20th

which is a proper ground but, unfortunately, well past its sell by date. Lord
knows why Talksport rated Huddersfield second. It might look good on TV but
the facili�es are appalling.
Bren�ord: Tradi�onal feel. Found a great
local pub before and a�er the game.

The Worst

So, nearly a half of London Baggies voted for Luton which, of course, is the
correct answer. One respondent jus�fied the choice saying ”Come on, it’s Luton
ffs”. A sage Chelsea historian reminded me that Vile Park will be the worst
Championship ground next season. But it could be the Dog Kennel or hopefully
both!
h�ps://talksport.com/football/efl/579428/championship-stadiums-rankedelland-road-city-ground-the-valley/
Pictures by Laurie Rampling

Craven Co�age, well located, full of charm

It’s tough to make Kenilworth Rd look good
Talksport
Ra�ng

London Baggies Worst Away Grounds
40%

Kenilworth Road (Luton Town)

22%

Kiyan Prince Founda�on Stadium (QPR)
The New Den (Millwall)

8%

23rd
20th
14th

Griffin Park (Bren�ord)

6%

19th

Madejski Stadium (Reading)

6%

6th

Riverside Stadium (Middlesbrough)

5%

12th

Bet365 Stadium (Stoke City)

5%

13th
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adam’s quiz

Our London Baggie in Canada tests your knowledge
about the Baggies and less important issues

The first four ques�ons relate to the game
between Millwall and Albion at the New
Den on 12th April 2004.
1.

Name the missing players from the
star�ng line-up:
Millwall
Albion

33 Andy Marshall
2 Ma� Lawrence
12 Darren Ward
3 Robbie Ryan
25 Marvin Ellio�
8 David Livermore
14 Andy Roberts
19 ___________
4 ___________
10 ___________
23 Mark McCammon

1 Russell Hoult
5 ___________
22 James Chambers
3 Neil Clement
24 Thomas Gaardsøe
14 Sean Gregan
10 ___________
18 ___________
4 James O’Connor
35 Delroy Facey
34 Geoff Horsfield

2.

What was the final score?

3.

Which two Albion players were sent off
that day?

4.

Who scored the goals?

5.

Bag the Baggie

• I was born on 5th January 1970 in
Czechoslovakia
• I have represented my country 41 �mes,
scoring twice
• I played right back and right winger
• I moved to England in 2000
• I played 69 �mes over three years for the
Baggies scoring four goals

6. Who was the last team not from London
or the North West to win the FA Cup?
7. Before this year, who was the last
English team to win the UEFA Super
Cup, and in what year?
8. Prior to Bury, who was the last team to
be expelled from the Football League,
and in what year?
9. Who won the UEFA Player of the Year
award in 2012/13? Hint: it wasn’t Messi
or Ronaldo.
10. Who was the last team not from Spain,
England, Germany or Italy to win the
Champions League?

Answers on page 17
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