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A few of Laurie Rampling’s wonderful pictures to remind us of
better times
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CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
03

We are currently living in very
strange times. The situation is
forcing many of us to reflect on our
own positions in the great scheme
of things and wonder if things
might be better in the future and
what we might do to make it so.
On a personal level, work at
present is overpowering and very
demanding from home and the
lack of personal contact can be
frustrating. I am also aware that I
should consider myself one of the
lucky ones in still having a job, still
being paid, and not being placed
on furlough.
It is also noticeable during this
period
that
the
collective
elements of office working are put
to one side as we try to meet our
own needs without necessarily
understanding the competing
demands that might be placed on
others. At times, I have recognised
in myself that lack of awareness
which is not at all like me. There is
also a temptation for each of us to
be “snappy” and dismissive of
others’ views.
I would urge my fellow London
Baggies to try to work through this
unusual (and hopefully once in a
lifetime) situation in their normal
positive and supportive way. With
individuals’ jobs at risk and
redundancies on the rise, we have
to be especially sensitive to the
concerns and situations our

colleagues face. I urge you to take
a little more time in your everyday
communications with others, in
your e-mails, in your day-to-day
contacts. Pick up the phone or email colleagues individually where
you have concerns. Take that extra
few seconds to reflect on the
words you use and consider how
they might be perceived. I’m sure,
knowing my colleagues in the
London Baggies that you all do all
this already and perhaps it’s just
my faults that I’m laying bare but it
is vitally important that at present
we look after our collective and
individual well-being and state of
mind.
I apologise for what might seem
like a sermon as my original idea
for this offering was to explain how
my sanity is helped by visiting local
non-league grounds and games at
Cray Valley (Paper Mills), Erith &
Belvedere, Fisher or Beckenham
Town. With the latest lockdown, it
seems that particular enjoyment
may be curtailed for a while and I
will write about my experiences in
another edition; our overall health
and well-being is far more
important than that and is why I
wanted to encourage everyone to
take the time for others.
Steve Watts
Chair London Baggies
TLIMS

A LETTER FROM AMERICA

New London Baggie,The Rev. Rob Leacock, tells us why he chose to
follow West Bromwich Albion from the other side of the Pond.
I started following the Albion in the
2013/14 season (that was the one
where we started with Steve Clarke
and ended with Pepe Mel and drew
about 15 matches to stay up). I had
always liked soccer – I was a
teenager when the US hosted the
World Cup which was a pretty big
deal for a lot of Americans. But, for
a long time, there just wasn't much
football that you could see on TV in
the US.
So, when NBC started broadcasting
EPL matches, I had some friends at
work who were big fans of various
clubs who started encouraging
some of us to pick a club to support.
It started out as just a laugh, but
some of us took it really seriously. I
spent about a week researching
clubs until I finally decided that West
Brom was the club for me.
Ultimately I eliminated the "big"
clubs and pretty much all the

London area clubs. I had narrowed
it down to about 5 clubs – WBA,
Stoke, Hull, Sunderland, and Villa. I
liked West Brom right away and the
other clubs had some sort of
disqualifying factor.
For me, it came down to a few key
things:
1) The Kit – I just love the blue and
white stripes and the badge;
2) When they sing "The Lord's My
Shepherd" after a goal. I'm a
clergyman so I couldn't resist this;
3) The Three Degrees and the club’s
attitude toward race and inclusivity.
A huge bonus has been the fan
culture, which I have found rather
welcoming and positive. The tried
and true Albion fans often tell me
that it's a "family club" and I've found
that to be true.
Thanks! And here's to a great
season back in the top flight!
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THE EDITORS
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Welcome to the first edition of Baggie Shorts for the
2020/2021 campaign.
I’m sitting here wondering whether I should fork out
£15 to watch Albion v Burnley or listen free on Radio 5
or frantically search the internet to watch this.
Here is my further dilemma: do I care?
This is the worst Albion side I have seen for yonks - no
cohesion or strength at the back, no strength in the
middle of the park and although we have Grant now
and the trickery of our Grady and Pereira, it’s so
lightweight.
Who to blame?
A lot of fans are blaming Slaven and questioning his
abilities as a coach. Not my view, YET!
Well my money is on the owner and the pathetic
restrictions on our Premier League club that his 25
million transfer limit places on us.
From what I have read some 70 million quid is what we
gained by being promoted. If so, 25 going to the
transfer fund leaves 55 million. Perhaps a further 20
million going on the increase in wages of the greedy
buggers called players and running the club still leaves
35 mill. as a bonus (very rough figures).
Now even accepting that, we don’t exactly know on this
being nearly right that’s a massive 21% bonus/
dividend for our esteemed owner Mr. Lai on the
approximately 150 million he paid.

Let’s put it this way, it’s massive
compared to any other investment
available today.
OK, hands up, I had to pay £15 and
so I have to admit that was a better
performance and that it seems
Slaven has spent well. [At least PPV
is abandoned for now! - Ed.]
I liked the contributions of Ivanović,
The departing Ahmed Hegazi
Grant and Gallagher. Our Sam was
Picture by Laurie Rampling
immense, as was Hegazi. [Never
mind, Glenn - Ed.]
tells us about his new book about
Albion in the 90s on page 19.
Enough of that, on to the delights of
Baggies Shorts 22 - while we Next comes Jon’s piece on the man
haven’t got any match reports due we voted Player of the Season for
to us not being able to attend 2019/20 (no surprise there) while
games in person, we do have plenty Margaret O’Quigley is in the chair
of great content.
this time to answer Aidan’s
questions, before he presents the
After the words from our esteemed
results of our survey on the impact
chairman, you will have already
of Albion’s sponsors.
seen the story of the Reverend Rob
Leacock and how he found his way With Adam’s quiz on the back page,
into our flock.
that wraps it up for another packed
edition of Baggie Shorts.
On page 7, Peter Thursfield tells us
about John Talbut who sadly left us Hopefully we’ll be marching up the
in the summer while Jon Want has table by the time the next edition
done his usual in depth look into drops on your doorstep
our new signings from page 9.
Onwards and upwards!
Demob Dave has picked his best
Albion XI, and somehow managed COYB!
to leave out both Regis and Astle on
Glenn
page 17, while Chris Lepkowski

06

TOO GOOD TO BE FORGOTTEN
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Peter Thursfield looks back at the
Albion career of John Talbut who sadly
died in August.
On 14th August this year we sadly
lost another member of the
1968 FA Cup winning side with
the passing of John Talbut, aged
79.
Talbut was a centre-half who
began his career signing for
Burnley in October 1957. He
went on to play 138 times for
The Clarets establishing himself
as a first team regular. He also
played for England U23 whilst at
the
club,
making
seven
appearances.

In December 1966, Jimmy
Hagan paid £30,000 to Burnley
to bring Talbut to The Baggies,
where he soon replaced Stan
Jones at the heart of the Albion
defence.
He made his debut on Boxing
Day in a 3-0 home win against
Tottenham, a Tony Brown hat
trick being the difference
between the two sides. Talbut
went on to play 12 times that
season. He was unfortunately
not eligible to play in the League

Talbut greets his new team mates on signing for Albion in 1966

Cup Final at Wembley that season
against QPR.
The following season, Talbut was an
ever present in the side, playing in all
league and cup games, including, of
course, the 1968 1-0 FA Cup Final
victory against Everton at Wembley.
The 1968-69 season again saw
Talbut as an ever present in all league
and cup games. Unfortunately there
was no return to Wembley this time,
as he found himself on the losing side
in the 1-0 FA Cup semi-final defeat
against Leicester at Hillsborough.
The 1969-70 season saw Talbut miss
12 league games in total, but was still
ever-present in all the cup matches,
including the 2-1 extra-time defeat in
the League Cup Final against
Manchester City at Wembley. The
season also saw him score his only
career goal, in the 4-0 victory against
AS Roma in the Anglo-Italian Cup.
His final season for The Albion was

John Talbut 1940-2020
1970-71, losing his place in the side
to the recently signed John Wile. His
final game was as a substitute on 5th
December
1970
against,
by
coincidence, Burnley. It was perhaps
fitting that his last game both for
Albion and in English football,
matched his current side against his
former side. The match finished 1-1
and like his debut, the Albion goal was
scored by Tony Brown.
No longer able to command a first
team place, Talbut left the club during
the 1971 close season to take up the
position of player-manager for Belgian
side KV Mechelen.

In ac�on against Wolves in 1968

Pictures by Laurie Rampling
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SAY HELLO, WAVE GOODBYE
09

Jon Want takes a look at the ins and
outs of the “summer” transfer window
which finally closed on 16th October!
The “summer” transfer window
was finally closed at 5pm on
16th October with Luke Dowling
and his team having made nine
signings, albeit four of them
were to re-assemble the squad
that won Albion promotion in
July.
Given the meagre transfer
budget that Dowling had to work
with, it is hard to criticise the
signings at this stage – only
time will tell if it will be enough
to give the Baggies a fighting
chance of staying in the Premier
League.
Matheus Pereira was always
going to happen given the terms
of the deal that brought the
Brazilian to the Hawthorns on
loan from Sporting. It took a
while for it to be confirmed but I
can’t believe there are any
Albion fans unhappy with an
estimated £9m overall fee,
including the loan fee for last
season.
It seemed a vain hope that
Grady Diangana would be
returning to the Hawthorns. He
seemed to be very much in

David Moyes’ plans at West
Ham, but with the Hammers’
board needing to sell players to
fund additions, they agreed to
let Grady return to the
Hawthorns for a guaranteed
£12m with a further £6m in
possible additions. It was a
great deal but it did leave
Dowling short on funds to invest
elsewhere.
The Instagram pictures of
Callum Robinson still in his
Albion shirt for a few days after
promotion was confirmed did
much to suggest that the
Northampton-born forward had
taken a liking to life at the
Hawthorns, but it wasn’t until
Chris Wilder expressed an
interest in Oliver Burke that
there was any hope that he
could be returning for this
season. Burke’s time at Albion
has not been a happy one and,
to be able to swap him for a
player of Robinson’s quality was
a no brainer from Dowling’s
point of view and the third part
of last season’s puzzle was in
place.

However, it look a while for the final
part to be secured. Slaven Bilić was
adamant that he wanted Filip
Krovinović back at the Hawthorns but
Benfica seemed unwilling to do a deal
that Albion could agree to. The
Lisbon-based giants wanted a
guaranteed transfer fee at the end of
any loan, but it was something that
Albion couldn’t commit to given their
financial constraints. Ultimately, a
new loan deal was done, and the
Croat was back to continue his
bromance with Pereira.
Turning to the new faces, first to arrive
was centre back Cédric Kipré from
Wigan Athletic. French-born of Ivorian
dissent, he was at the Paris SaintGermain academy as a schoolboy but
signed his first professional contract
with Leicester City in July 2014. He
played for the Foxes’ youth teams,
and spent a brief spell on loan at nonleague Corby Town, but never made a
first team appearance and was
signed on a free transfer by
Motherwell after three years.

Joining initially on trial, he impressed
enough in pre-season to earn a year’s
contract and featured in 34 of the
Well’s 38 league games that season
scoring his first senior goal against
Dundee in a 2-1 win in April 2018.
Despite extending his contract at Fir
Park until 2020, Kipré joined Wigan
Athletic on 3rd August 2018 on a
three-year contract for a fee of around
£1m. He made his debut at the DW
Stadium the following day as the
Latics beat Sheffield Wednesday 3-2,
and remained a first choice centre
back for much of the season making
40 appearances that season
including all three games against
Albion.
Last season, he was also a regular
starter and opened his goalscoring
account for Paul Cook’s team at QPR
in August last year.

Cédric Kipré
Born: 9 Dec 1997 (age 23), Paris, France
Signed: 4 Sep 2020 from Wigan Athletic
Fee: Undisclosed, believed to be about £1.5m

Club
Leicester City
Corby Town (loan)
Motherwell
Wigan Athletic

From
Jul 2014
Sep 2015
Jul 2017
Aug 2018

To
Jul 2017
Oct 2015
Aug 2018
Sep 2020

Apps.
0
2
51+1
72+5
125+6

Goals
0
0
1
2
3
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The next player through the door was
experienced ‘keeper, David Button.
There are plenty of Albion “fans” on
social media who do not rate Sam
Johnstone and Button was brought in
to provide some real competition for
the Albion number one.
He was born in Stevenage and joined
the Spurs academy in 2003 signing
professional terms in 2007. He made
just one senior appearance at Spurs
coming on as a late substitute for
Carlo Cudicini in a 5-1 League Cup
win at Doncaster Rovers in August
2009. He made the bench for three

Premier League games that season
but would have to wait almost another
decade to take to the field in a top
flight match.
His time at White Hart Lane was
characterised by not being there as
he was loaned out on no fewer than
twelve occasions.

David Button
Born: 27 Feb 1989 (age 31), Stevenage
Signed: 5 Sep 2020 from Brighton & HA
Fee: Undisclosed, believed to be about £1m

Club
Tottenham Hotspur
Grays Athletic (loan)
Rochdale (loan)
Grays Athletic (loan)
Bournemouth (loan)
Luton Town (loan)
Dagenham and Redbridge (loan)
Crewe Alexandra (loan)
Shrewsbury Town (loan)
Plymouth Argyle (loan)
Leyton Orient (loan)
Doncaster Rovers (loan)
Barnsley (loan)
Charlton Athle�c
Bren�ord
Fulham
Brighton and Hove Albion
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From
Jul 2007
Jan 2008
Mar 2008
Sep 2008
Jan 2009
Apr 2009
Apr 2009
Jul 2009
Nov 2009
Aug 2010
Aug 2011
Jan 2012
Mar 2012
Aug 2012
Jul 2013
Jul 2016
Jul 2018

To
Aug 2012
Feb 2008
Apr 2008
Dec 2008
Feb 2009
Apr 2009
Jun 2009
Nov 2009
Jun 2010
May 2011
Dec 2011
Mar 2012
Apr 2012
Jul 2013
Jul 2016
Jul 2018
Sep 2020

Apps.
0+1
3
0
17
4
0
3
10
26
29+1
2
8
9
6
141
61
11
330+2

Goals
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

He finally left Spurs permanently in
the summer of 2012, moving initially
to Charlton Athletic, before moving
across London to join Brentford the
following summer. It was at Griffin
Park that he rose to prominence
becoming the undisputed number
one choice for the 2014/15 and
2015/16 seasons.

It was a surprise when Branislav
Ivanović was linked with Albion and
there is no doubt that Bilić was
instrumental in persuading him to
come to the Hawthorns.

In the summer of 2016, he moved to
west London rivals Fulham. After
battling with Marcus Bettinelli for the
number one spot for two seasons,
Button moved to Brighton and Hove
Albion making his debut in the EFL
Cup against Southampton when
Charlie Austin had the honour of
scoring the first goal against him in a
Brighton shirt.

He signed for his local club, FK
Srem, at the age of 18 before
moving to OFK in the Serbian
capital, Belgrade, two years later. He
began to attract the attention of
some of Europe’s top clubs and was
snapped up by Lokomotiv Moscow in
2006 and helped the Russian giants
to the Russian Cup in 2007.

With more than 650 appearances,
he is a vastly experienced defender
born in the city of Sremska Mitrovica
in Serbia.

He finally made his Premier League
debut in December 2018, keeping a
clean sheet in a 1-0 win over Everton.
He played in four successive league
matches until Mathew Ryan returned
to the side at the end of January.

Branislav Ivanović
Born: 22 Feb 1984 (age 36), Sremska Mitrovica, Serbia
Signed: 15 Sep 2020 from Zenit St Petersburg
Fee: Free transfer

Club
FK Srem
OFK Beograd
Lokomotiv Moscow
Chelsea
Zenit St Petersburg

From
Jul 2002
Jan 2004
Feb 2006
Jan 2008
Feb 2017

To
Jan 2004
Feb 2006
Jan 2008
Feb 2017
Sep 2020

Apps.
19
67
71
352.25
123+2
632+27

Goals
2
7
7
34
12
62
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In the January transfer window in
2008, he made the move to the
Premier League joining Chelsea for a
fee believed to be in the region of
£9.7m, the largest in Russian transfer
history at the time.
His first 18 months at Stamford
Bridge were turbulent as Avram
Grant, Phil Scolari and Guus Hiddink
all came and left the hot seat. He was
apparently very close to leaving in the
summer of 2008 without making an
appearance, but finally made his
debut in a 2-0 win over Aston Villa in
that October and scored his first goals
for the club in a 3-1 win over Liverpool
in the Champions League the
following April.
Ivanović started his second full
season at Stamford Bridge under his
fourth Chelsea manager, Carlo
Ancelotti, but the Italian took to the
Serb and, by October, he was a first
choice for the Premier League and
scored his first league goal for
Chelsea in a 4-0 win at Bolton that
month. He made 28 Premier League
appearances that season and
bettered that tally for the next six
seasons
at
Stamford
Bridge
becoming a key member of Chelsea’s
successful team and he won three
Premier League titles, three FA Cups,
one League Cup, the Europa League
and, of course, the Champions
League in 2012, although he was
suspended for the final as Chelsea
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beat Bayern Munich on penalties at
their own stadium.
In April 2013, he was famously the
victim of an unconventional assault
by Luis Suárez as the Uruguayan bit
Ivanović on the shoulder, ultimately
receiving a ten game ban from the FA.
He is regarded as one of Chelsea’s
best players of the decade and was
named in the PFA Premier League
Team of the Year for the 2009/10 and
2014/15 seasons.
John Terry described Ivanović as a
Chelsea legend when he finally left
the club in 2017 making the move to
Zenit St Petersburg. He immediately
became a regular for the Russian
giants and won two league titles and
his second Russian Cup in his threeand-a-half seasons at Zenit.
He made his full international debut
for Serbia and Montenegro in June
2005 and has gone on to win 105
caps for his national side scoring 13
goals, most recently at the World Cup
finals in Russia in 2018. He was also
in Serbia’s 2010 World Cup squad
and was named Serbian Player of the
Year in 2012 and 2013.
Conor Gallagher was a player that
Albion were interested in taking on
loan back in January, but he went to
Swansea City instead. He was in
demand this summer and Dowling did
well to secure his loan to the
Hawthorns for the season.

Born within a few miles of the Chelsea
training ground, he has been with the
Blues since the age of 8 signing
professional terms in 2018. To date,
his only involvement with the first
team is a solitary appearance on the
substitutes bench, although that was
for the Europa League Final against
Arsenal in 2019.
He has had just one season of senior
football consisting of two loan spells,
both of which were impressive. For
the first half of last season, he was at
the Valley and contributed to the
Addicks good early season form
scoring three goals in the first five
games of the season. He scored six
goals in all for Charlton, despite
playing in a largely defensive midfield
role, but was recalled by Chelsea in
January with his last appearance
coming against Albion in the 2-2 draw
at the Valley.

the remarkable 4-4 draw at Hull City
in February.
He has represented England at youth
level and was a member of the team
that won the U17 World Cup in 2017.
He has five U21 caps and scored in
the 3-0 win in Albania in November
2019.
Very much a box-to-box midfield
player, he has been used in both
defensive and attacking midfield
roles. The combination of Sawyers
and Livermore was found wanting
early on in the campaign, and
Gallagher could be just what is
needed.

He went straight back out on loan,
this time to Swansea City. At the
Liberty Stadium, he was played in a
more attacking role and contributed
seven assists, two of which came in
Conor Gallagher
Born: 6 Feb 200 (age 20), Epsom
Signed: 17 Sep 2020 from Chelsea
Fee: Season-long loan

Club
Chelsea
Charlton Athle�c (loan)
Swansea City (loan)

From
Jul 2018
Aug 2019
Jan 2020

To
Present
Jan 2020
Jul 2020

Apps.
0
25+1
21
46+1

Goals
0
6
0
6
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The number one priority for most fans
at the start of the window was a
striker, and it was fairly clear early on
that Huddersfield Town’s Karlan
Grant was the number one target.
However, the unexpected opportunity
to sign Diangana left the coffers very
light and Huddersfield stood firm on
their valuation. Other targets were
mooted but many of those were lost
as the international window closed
earlier this month and it became clear
that Albion were determined to get
Grant. With no other clubs apparently
interested in signing him, the Terriers
eventually relented and the deal was
done. It was thought that it might be
an initial loan but the deal negotiated
is a permanent transfer for a fee that
is believed to be £15m spread over
his six year contract – the up front
down payment is reportedly as low as
£2.5m. It is definitely a good deal but
there is now a lot of pressure on
Grant’s shoulders.

the youth teams, he signed a
professional contract shortly after his
17th birthday and made his debut for
the Addicks a week later. It wasn’t
until the following season that he
began to appear regularly in the
Charlton first team and he scored his
first senior goal in a league cup tie
against Dagenham and Redbridge in
August 2015.
He started to come to prominence
during a loan spell at League Two,
Crawley Town in 2018. He was an
instant hit scoring on his debut at
Chesterfield and banging in eight
goals in his first nine games for the
Reds.

Grant was born in Greenwich and
started his career with his local club,
Charlton Athletic. After impressing in
Karlan Grant
Born: 18 Sep 1997 (age 23), Greenwich
Signed: 15 October 2020 from Huddersfield Town
Fee: Undisclosed, believed to be £15m

Club
Charlton Athletic
Cambridge United (loan)
Crawley Town (loan)
Huddersfield Town
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From
Sep 2014
Jan 2016
Jan 2018
Jan 2019

To
Jan 2019
Feb 2016
May 2018
Oct 2020

Apps.
52+46
1+2
15
51+6
119+54

Goals
21
0
9
23
53

Back at Charlton, he soon became a
first choice striker and a regular
scorer scoring 14 goals in 28
appearances before Premier League,
Huddersfield Town, came knocking.
Grant wasn’t phased by the jump from
League One to the top flight and
scored on his second substitute
appearance, a late consolation goal
against Arsenal. He was soon a
starter for the Terriers and scored a
further three goals including a brace
against West Ham United. A total of
four goals in thirteen appearances
may not sound prolific, but it is more
impressive when you realise that
Huddersfield scored a total of nine
goals in those games, so Grant
scored almost half of them!
With relegation, Grant was back in the
Championship but with a lot more
games under his belt and he took to
it well scoring in his first three games.
With 12 goals in the bag by
Christmas, including one at the
Hawthorns, he was already on the
Baggies’ radar in January but
Huddersfield were unwilling to sell
given he was their main source of
goals. He ended the season with 19
goals in 43 games with an average
ratio of one goal every 195 minutes.
And now he gets another chance at
the Premier League – his stats are
impressive and, at just 23 years of
age, he has plenty of time to improve
even more.

On the outgoing front, in addition to
Oliver Burke, Kenneth Zohore has
gone on loan to Millwall and Ahmed
Hegazi left for Al-Ittihad much to
Bilić’s frustration although the
finances were hard to argue with.
Meanwhile, Kamil Grosicki almost
went on loan to Nottingham Forest
and Charlie Austin turned down a
move to Derby County.
One frustration is that the tribunal to
set the fee for Nathan Ferguson’s
move to Crystal Palace is yet to be
held. The suggestion is that it could
be as much as £6m, funds that would
have made Dowling’s life a little bit
easier during the window.
It would be wrong not to mention the
highest profile summer departure,
that of Baggies legend, Chris Brunt.
We plan to pay tribute to his Albion
career in a future issue, but for now, I
was sorry to see him leave and wish
him all the best at Ashton Gate, and
for the remainder of his career.
Given the budget, I think Dowling and
team have done remarkably well to do
the business they have done. There is
the obvious argument that the owner
could or should have sanctioned
additional spending, but it’s no
surprise that he has not. He bought
the club to be self-sufficient, and he
seems unlikely to change his mind.
The coming weeks will give us all a
better idea of whether the squad has
a chance of avoiding the drop.
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SIMPLY THE BEST
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DEMOB DAVE’S
THE UNBEATABLES
We asked “Brexit” Dave Wiltshire to name his alltime Albion team. The formation is 2-3-5. Very
progressive we think. Or maybe very traditional. If
you have a view write to us with your team. Tell us
who is missing and who are simply the best.

Ben
Foster

Don
Howe

Bryan
Robson

Laurie
Cunningham

Tony
Brown

Derek
Statham

John
Wile

Ronnie
Allen

Ray
Barlow

Johnny
Giles

Willie
Johnston

Manager: Vic Buckingham
Assistant Manager: Ken Foggo
Substitutes: Jeff Astle, James Morrison, John Osborne,
Cyrille Regis, Graham Williams
Photos of John Wile and Tony Brown by Laurie Rampling

Ben Foster
Albion Career: 2011-2018
Appearances: 37 on loan, then 172

His saves kept us in Premier League
longer than we should have been.

Don Howe

Saw him score direct free kick from 25
yards with a real leather football, not a
poncey plastic beach ball of today.

Albion Career: 1952-1964
Appearances: 342 Goals: 17

Derek Statham
Albion Career: 1977-1987
Appearances: 299 Goals: 8

He would have been an England regular
were it not for Kenny Sansom.

Bryan Robson
Albion Career: 1975-1981
Appearances: 198 Goals: 40

A legend, box to box.

John Wile
Albion Career: 1970-1983
Appearances: 500 Goals: 24

A warrior.

Ray Barlow

A proper tackler,
unlike today’s new
tacklers’ shirt pulling!

Albion Career: 1944-1960
Appearances: 403 Goals: 31

Laurie Cunningham
Albion Career: 1977-1979
Appearances: 86 Goals: 21

Tony Brown
Albion Career: 1963-1980
Appearances: 720 Goals: 218

Danced down the wing just as he did at
the Tottenham Royal!
Bomber scored some
wonderful goals from
everywhere.

Ronnie Allen
Albion Career: 1950-1961
Appearances: 415 Goals: 208

Legend.

Johnny Giles

Genius. If anyone got
past Giles he would
‘have them’.

Albion Career: 1975-1977
Appearances: 75 Goals: 3

Willie Johnston
Albion Career: 1972-79
Appearances: 207 Goals: 18

A proper footballing character, he could
bring a smile to your face.
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Former Evening Mail reporter, Chris
Lepkowski, tells us about his latest
book about the Albion’s wilderness years
We start with embarrassment.
We end with euphoria.
First, some context.
Let me introduce you to a slog
through the decade Albion fans
want to forget. Horrible times.
Dread, humiliation, sadness,
anger and unfulfilled potential.
These were the 1990s. This
was the epoch of no obligation,
no spouses nor children, no
mortgages, no hassle, no
expectation – for some of us, at
least.
Bookending the story are two
men. Both shy. Both reluctant
heroes. Both, in their very own
way, shaping West Bromwich
Albion’s futures with one-off
moments that would define
their careers and deliver a book
title. Eleven years apart, but a
world apart in so many ways.
From Buzaglo to Balis charts
Albion’s path through the worst
and best of times. Starting with
a humbling to Woking, the book
covers the club’s rebuild
through a period where the
Premier League and all its
riches seemed a world away

from the Black Country. The
story ends in west Yorkshire,
with the kind of day that could
only ever be delivered as a
‘jackpot’ by a one-armed bandit
of the footballing world.
This was a time where shed
moguls ruled the roost, where
footballers were late to games,
and managers checked in and
out like salesmen in a 2-star
Premier Inn.
Shirts were baggy, poorlymanufactured and produced by
the likes of Pelada, Albion
Collection and Patrick. Shirt
sponsors
saluted
local
authorities, car dealers, shortlived solicitors and building
societies.
It you want stats, you’ve come
to the wrong place. If you want
anecdotes, strap yourselves in.
Burgess speaks to us from a
pub. Balis fills our glasses in
Trnava. Maresca skips lunch to
spills the beans. Miller lords it
in an 18th century country
house. Jason is in Miami. The
Chambers lads are in the
Midlands - I have no idea which

one is which. Bradley? He swears a
lot. Megson smiles. Smith grimaces.
Ardiles laments.
All to give you the story of an era.
This is a journey from the abyss to the
glorious. Find out which boss
survived a plane crash; the England
legend who rejected the Albion
managerial role; the fella whose
name we’ve been getting wrong all
this time; the bloke who lied to us all
and, of course, the Baggies club
captain who wasn’t keen on his
manager because he only ever went
shopping in Grimsby.
We hear from the manager who

regretted leaving Albion. We hear
from the manager who regretted
joining Albion. And then there are the
minutes from the boardroom: the
politics, the coups, the takeovers and
the arguments.
The Paul Williams story; the Ugo
Ehiogu saga; the Megson-Thompson
bust-up… it’s all here.
This is 240-pages of nonsense,
thrills, spills, success, failure – a lot
of failure as it happens – and a
glorious ending.
It’s called From Buzaglo to Balis and
you can order yours at:
www.frombtob.co.uk
“A brilliantly researched, wonderfully
written examination of a rollercoaster
period in West Brom’s history, from one
of the authorities on this great club.
Amusing, emotional and insightful.”
– John Percy, The Telegraph
“The
honesty
and
candidness
throughout ensures this isn’t just a
nostalgia trip for Baggies’ fans, but an
enlightening read that will appeal to
football supporters of all allegiances.”
– Daz Hale, BBC Radio WM
“A fabulous read. So well researched,
fascinating interviews with characters at
the time. I thought I knew most of what
was happening back then at Albion
working on the patch, but reading this
book tells me I actually knew very little.”
– Nigel Pearson, talkSPORT
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Picture by Laurie Rampling

Jon Want reviews the impact that London
Baggies’ Player of 2019/20, Matheus
Pereira, had on our successful promotion
campaign
When the London Baggies launched their Player of the Season for
2019/20 during the summer, there was only one player that would
get my vote and I was delighted, although not at all surprised, that
Matheus Pereira was the overwhelming choice of my fellow branch
members.
“Overwhelming” is by no means an overstatement with only one other
player, Jake Livermore, earning more than one vote as members’ first

choice and only one troubled soul failed
to include the Brazilian magician in his
top three. In all, 77% of respondents
named Pereira as their Player of the
Season.
Little was known of the man from Belo
Horizonte when he joined on loan from
Sporting Lisbon on 8th August 2019,
although there were high hopes given
that he had been voted the Bundesliga’s
“Rookie of the Year” for the previous
season he had spent on loan at FC
Nürnberg.
He was overshadowed on his debut by
another debutant, Grady Diangana. He
came off the bench for the final 16
minutes of the match at Kenilworth
Road in which the man from West Ham
announced himself by scoring twice as
a half-time subsitute.
Matheus would have to wait a couple of
games to make his mark, winning the
penalty at Derby that Zohore converted
to keep the Baggies’ unbeaten start
going.
It was on his first start against Blackburn
the following week that we began to
realise that he might be something
special. His sumptuous through ball set
up Matt Phillips for Albion’s equaliser
and he also assisted Livermore’s fine
strike that put the hosts in front.
That performance cemented his place in
the starting line up and, indeed, he
started every subsequent league match
other than the two matches he missed
through suspension early in 2020, and

the game at Wigan in December.
After registering an assist in the games
against Huddersfield and Fulham, the
Brazilian finally scored his first goal for
Albion at QPR and what a goal it was! A
cheeky free kick under the wall that
secured the points in what was the
Baggies’ best performance of the
season to date.
Pereira was, perhaps, they key reason
behind Albion’s incredible first half of
the season. Goals and assists kept
coming and then the pièce de
résistance as he almost single-handedly
destroyed Swansea City in December
with a goal and three assists.
There had been concerns over his
temperament at previous clubs, but
Matheus seemed happy at the
Hawthorns, developing an on-going
bromance with Filip Krovinović ironically
the player he initially replaced in the
starting line up.
Albion may have stuttered after
lockdown but the Brazilian still sparkled
with a brace at Hillsbrough and another
three assists against Hull City.
Any fears that something would go
wrong with the permanent deal were
finally put to bed in August and, with his
first Premier League goal already
scored, Albion have already offered the
Brazilian an improved contract.

He was the star of last season, and
hopefully he will be a star at the
Hawthorns for many years to come.
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Margaret O’Quigley tells us
about her life as a London Baggie
Margaret was born in Birmingham and is now retired; living
in Chelmsford, Essex
Why the Baggies?
I was born in Handsworth Wood and
went to St Augustine’s Primary
School off Oxhill Road, so it was a no
brainer and in my first ten years as a
supporter we won the FA Cup and
League Cup and got to two other
league cup finals. I thought this level
of success was a given. I was very
deluded.

natural talent, superb positional
sense, very underrated
Mozza or Brunty?
Why choose? Both great…. But has to
be Mozza for that after the match
Berahino punch; after the 3-3 draw
against Cardiff “because I got there
first”
Favourite away ground?

Your first game?

The Emirates

I remember it was c. 1963 against
Southampton and we won 4-0. Alas
we did not play them in the season or
the two afterwards. Memory is a
funny thing but I was around 7 or 8.

Best home strip?

Brummie, Smethwick,
Lane or East Stand?

Yellow and Green Stripes; 78-79

Halfords

East Stand
Your all-time hero?
Really difficult one to answer having
supported the Albion for so long I
have quite a few…. The King,
obviously, Bomber Brown, Super Bob,
Richard Sneekes, Cyrille, Laurie
Cunningham, Igor Ballis, but I am
going for Derek Statham - such a

As long as they are not pin stripes, I
don’t really mind
Best away strip?

Best performance by an away player
at The Hawthorns?
I saw George Best play so it probably
should be him but I choose Laurie
Cunningham. I saw him playing for
Leyton Orient., couldn’t believe it
when we signed him.
All time favourite match?
6th round second reply against
Liverpool at Maine Road in 1968, the

game went into extra time and the
supports’ trains went back to Brum
without us!! Spent most of the night at
Crewe station, Oldham away in 1976,
home to Crystal Palace to get promotion
to the premier league in 2002, but a
favourite memory is against Charlton
Athletic, last game of the season, May
2000, which we had to win to stay up
Who was the Albion's worst ever
signing?
Don’t really like answering this question.
As long as players try, I think the fans
should be loyal to them. But if I am
pushed and it’s a long time ago but why
Ron Atkinson made David Mills the
highest valued player in the league is still
a mystery. The worst manager, though, is
very easy; I don’t even need to name
him.
How are
lockdown?

you

coping

with

Your biggest ever Albion related let down?
Dare I say, again, quite a bit of competition
but the winner has to be losing at home to
Dunfermline in the Quarter Finals of Cup
Winners’ Cup in Feb 1969, at home, in the
freezing cold and it was snowing. We had
drawn 0-0 in Scotland. Don’t think I have
ever recovered!
If you had the chance to have a drink or a
meal with an ex-manager, who would it be
and why?
Johnny Giles; loved him and the football we
played under him; as you can probably guess
by my name, I have Irish roots.

the

Ok I guess; miss the football, family and
friends but as I am retired it’s not as
difficult for me as it is for people in work.

Your favourite song or chant?
My Garden Shed; preferably sung at Big
Clubs’ grounds’ or “You’re just a crowd/
ground full of Tories” at The Emirates

Quiz Answers: Bag the Baggie: Sco� Sinclair. 1. QPR. 2. £5,000,001. 3. Kevin Kilbane.
4. Enzo Maresca and Mario Bortolazzi. 5. 2002. 6. Anderlecht, Chelsea, Everton,
Manchester United, Inter Milan. 7. Mallorca. 8. Sco� Carson, Ricky Lambert, Daniel
Sturridge, André Wisdom. 9. Tony Mowbray. 10. Ideye Brown.
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Aidan Rose reveals the results of the
latest Baggie Shorts survey on the impact
of shirt sponsors.
London Baggies of a particular age will remember
that match days were on a Saturday afternoon at
three. The morning started with Tiswas with Chris
Tarrent, Sally James and, of course, Sir Lenworth
George Henry followed by beer, tabs and a visit to
the bookies.
It’s not like that any more and a lot of that is down
to Sky, Monday TV kick-offs at £15 a pop and rip off
shirt sponsors.
So, in this lock up or lock down time we surveyed
members about the impact of shirt sponsors. It is
worth remembering that back in the 80s Reading
were sponsored by Radio 210 but the players had
their logos taped-over because apparently the
referee might have been confused when booking a
player and putting 210 into his notebook. Fans
supported this by taping over the logo on their
scarves.
So, we surveyed members about the impact of
carefully selected shirt sponsors and we got a
magnificent response about the impact of shirt
sponsorship that makes our current strikers look like
geniuses.
So, here we go.

SPONSOR
No Smoking
(West Midlands
Regional Health
Authority)

DATES

RESPONSE

One respondent said they
1984-1986 packed in the fags. 72% were
non-smokers.

West Bromwich
Building Society

1997-2004

One respondent took out a
mortgage

HomeServe

2010-2011

Two reported contracts

Bodog

2011-2012

Two members placed bets with
Bodog

2017-

Five members say they have
an Ideal boiler. We don’t
believe you. Photos required.

20th March
2010

Five respondents had a pint
that day.

Ideal Boilers

Batham’s Brewery

Carl Valentine, Richard Sneekes, Somen Tchoyi and Chris Brunt. Pictures by Laurie Rampling.

All in all, it tells us what a disappointing abstemious bunch of
supporters we have become. But that’s probably down to a
generation of misery.

26

BAGGIE SHORTS QUIZ
Bag the Baggie:
• I was born on the 25th March 1989
• I started my career at Bristol Rovers
before moving to Chelsea
• In 5 years, I went on loan to 6
different clubs and made 5 first team
appearances for the Blues
• My big break came when I moved to
Swansea in 2010 where I helped
them get promoted to the
Premiership for the first time
• I was bought by big spending Man
City in 2012 for ₤8 million pounds
• Due to injury I was limited to 13
appearances for City and was loaned
out to Steve Clarke’s WBA side and
only managed 8 appearances as
Pepe Mel did not select me upon my
return from injury
• I then had spells at Aston Villa and
Celtic and currently play for Preston
North End
• The highlight of my career was
representing Great Britain at the
2012 Olympics

By Adam Hess

1. Which club did Peter Odemwingie
famously turn up to on deadline day?
2. How much was Lee Hughes signed for by
Coventry in 2001?
3. Who was the first player Albion signed
for over a million pounds?
4. Which two Italian players did the
Baggies sign in 1998/99?
5. In what year were the summer and
January transfer windows introduced?
6. Name the five clubs, other than Albion,
that Romelu Lukaka has played for?
7. Who did Albion sign Borja Valero from
for a then record ₤5.5 million?
8. Name the four players that Albion have
signed from Liverpool in our history?
(Hint: The first was in 2008/09)
9. Which manager signed the legendary
duo of Chris Brunt and James Morrison?
10. Who was the first player we signed for
₤10 million?
Answers on page 24
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