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Chris Brunt celebrates his equaliser against Southampton in 2008
to secure Albion’s promotion back to the Premier League
Picture by Laurie Rampling
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VIEW FROM THE CHAIR
03

Greetings to my fellow London
Baggies and other readers of
Baggie Shorts.
I hope that you are all still coping
with the current situation given that
we remain in interesting and
unprecedented times - where
football, particularly given Albion’s
season so far, has been - perhaps
happily? - put on the back burner.
At long last there is now some light
at the end of this very long tunnel
via the vaccination programme.
Unfortunately, the vaccines may
not be enough to rescue Albion
unless they turn our players into
better ones.
I understand that this edition of
Baggie Shorts is to have a
particular focus which is to honour
the longevity and loyalty at the
Albion of Chris Brunt. I’m sure my
colleagues will be doing him justice
and providing detail about Chris the
man and the footballer in other
sections but I wanted to say a few
words about what Chris signified to
me and hope that it has some
resonance with fellow supporters.
I have always viewed the signings of
Chris Brunt (and James Morrison –
they do almost seem to come as a
pair!) as the start of our moving
forward again as a football club
after long years in the wilderness
(otherwise known now as the EFL).
Whilst we may yet return there at
the end of this season, during
Chris’s time at the club we enjoyed
many seasons of top-flight football.
Purchasing
such
talented
youngsters – as they were at the
time – was a sign that Albion had

regained some long-lost ambition.
We showed that we could again
attract and keep young and hungry
British players who were of
international quality.
I have not given up hope entirely
that our fate is to return to the EFL
despite such a fate looking more
and more likely. To counter this, we
should now, in my view, bring Chris
back to the club to join Jimmy. We
need someone who understands –
like Mozza, (and maybe a few
others like Jonas) what the club is and has been - all about in recent
years. This crop of players, Chris
perhaps foremost amongst them,
represented the club with honour
and pride showing remarkable
loyalty over many years despite not
always being the fans’ favourites at
certain times of their tenure. And
thank you Chris for being willing to
swallow your pride and play out of
position at left back!
For me, thinking about Chris as a
player, I particularly remember
THAT
free-kick
at
Everton.
Wonderful. I look forward to the day
when Chris returns to his spiritual
footballing home at the Hawthorns
to drive us forward and show others
the how and why Albion should
remain a presence at the top table
of English football. In the interim –
thank you Chris for some fabulous
memories.
Steve Watts
Chair London Baggies
TLIMS

A LETTER FROM THE EDITORS

When Brunt and Morrison turned
up to the Hawthorns on that late
August day in 2007, how many
would have thought they would
have gone on to become the key
pillars in our most successful years
in recent history?
With a wand of left foot that
conjured up so many spellbinding
passes that even the likes of Harry
Potter could not have dreamed of,
it’s hard to believe that Chris would
become such a divisive character
during his long career with us.
Did you know that our Brunty was
very unpopular with many of us the
baggies fans? In fact, that was also
true of the London Baggies.
He was controversial because he
wasn’t and never has been a “blood
and guts” player and even as we
entered the tippy tappy era of our
history and the very successful
period of Mowbray, he was often
booed for taking the time (seconds)
to think intelligently.
His lack of perceived “passion” is
probably one of the reasons his
appointment as captain was met
with a distinct lack of enthusiasm
amongst some corners of the
Baggies faithful.
Unbelievably, some idiot claiming to
be an Albion supporter threw a 50p
coin at Chris hitting him just below
his eye at a FA Cup defeat at the
Madejski in 2016.
This was a low point in the history of
Albion and goes to show the
dreadful negativity that some fans
had against an Albion stalwart.

Tackling was never his strongest
point. He had a magic wand of a left
foot scoring countless free kicks
and penalties and was our best
corner taker for many seasons. He
brought true class and skill to our
team and was a respected captain
for us (check our Reidy’s comments
in this edition).
For me his two penalties against
Liverpool and his stunning free kick
at Goodison Park were my
favourites but his contribution to
our overall game was irreplaceable.
His contribution in terms of assists
was phenomenal - 56 Premier
League assists puts him 25th in the
all-time list and level with Eric
Cantona! Magnifique!
Thankfully, as his time with us came
to the end the majority of our fans
recognised
his
outstanding
contribution for us - from the
massive goals that got us promoted
to representing us in our only FA
Cup semi-final this millennium and
helping us stay in the top flight for
our longest period since the 1980s.
Sadly, we weren’t able to give him
the send-off he deserved but his
name should and will be forever
attached to our great club and he
deserves
to
be
recognised
alongside some of our greatest ever
players of all time.
This special edition includes an
exclusive interview with the man
himself - special thanks to Max
Davies for arranging it.
Glenn
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WHAT IS A LEGEND?

I have often queried with
football fans with regard to the
often used term ‘Legend’
within the game and I have
often been at ‘odds’ with many
over my definition of what it
means. In terms of Albion’s
history there are many players
that stand out as true legends
of football as well as of West
Bromwich
Albion,
Jesse
Pennington, Billy Bassett, W.G
Richardson, Tommy Glidden,
Ronnie Allen, Derek Kevan,
Don Howe, Jeff Astle and of
course Tony Brown. No-one in
their right mind could disagree,
surely!?
In 2007, I met a young
Irishman pitch-side at The
Hawthorns, who had just
signed for the club from
Sheffield Wednesday, little
knowing that thirteen years
later he would finally hang up
his boots at The Hawthorns,
but not before he had in my
opinion, become a member of
that legendary group of players
I have just reeled off, after
making over 400 appearances
for the club and honouring
Albion with his wonderful
international
career
with

Northern Ireland. That man of
course is none other than Chris
Brunt.
To say that Brunty is a
consummate professional is
indeed an understatement, he
is genuinely everything that as
a football fan you would want
your heroes to be. As a player
he left nothing out of the
playing pitch, an inspiration to
any young aspiring footballer.
As a captain, his attitude,
character and persona, shone
through at every level. For me,
as the club photographer, he
was a snappers dream. He was
there for any request that I
asked on behalf of the club, no
arguments, no ego’s just pure
professional pride and always
with friendly approach which
immediately warmed you to the
man.
It is well known that Chris is my
friend, a very good friend, not
just
born
out
of
the
professional relationship that
we had together throughout
those thirteen years, but also
the huge respect I have for the
man and his commitment to
the football club that I love. We,
as football fans, contribute a
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huge commitment to our football club,
indeed it is for most of us a life’s
commitment and Brunty matched that
and respected that every time he
pulled on that Blue and white striped
shirt. He was indeed a fans footballer
and they in turn loved and respected
him for being so.
In this day of mercenary footballers,
the likes of Chris Brunt, will never come
this way again. Thirteen years at one
club is a lifetime in the modern game,
400 hundred plus appearances will
respectfully, never be repeated. What
we, the Albion fans and West Bromwich
Albion football club, owe to the man is

immense. Not one person I have
spoken too since Brunty left the club,
was pleased to see him walk out of The
Hawthorns door, collectively we all
wanted him to remain at the club, to
help rebuild for the future. Maybe one
day that will happen, who knows? But
one thing is true, my pal Chris Brunt is
and always will be an absolute legend
of one of the greatest clubs in the world
and his exploits and sincerity will
remain with us forever.
Brunty….We salute you!
Laurie Rampling

One of Laurie’s own pictures of his friend, Chris Brunt
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IN HIS OWN WORDS
07

This special edition highlights Chris Brunt’s
career. Here he kindly answers our
questions in wonderful detail.
Thank you, Chris.

All pictures by Laurie Rampling

Chris tells about his football upbringing in Belfast and how he
nearly went to Rangers. Of course, he went to Middlesbrough
where, even though he never played for them, he tells us how
he learned good habits and developed as a young player.
Chris always played for proper football clubs and it is
important to remember that Middlesbrough was a decent
club at the time.
He went on to join Sheffield Wednesday where he played 153
times before joining Albion playing in several positions and
was club captain. He went on to Bristol City before getting
injured. We hope he returns to Albion in a new role.
Tell us about your junior career in
Belfast
I joined St Andrew’s Boys Club
when I was 8 but they didn’t have
a team until U11s. For those first
couple of seasons, I trained and
played a year above myself until
they had a team at my age group.
I played there right up until I left for
Middlesbrough after my GCSEs in
2001. We always had good players
and a lot of lads went on to sign for
professional teams in England and
Scotland.
Then you went to Middlesbrough.
What did you learn there?
I really enjoyed my time at
Middlesbrough. I never expected
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to go there as I was supposed to
go to Rangers, but they released
me around March or April. The
scout for Middlesbrough in Belfast
sent me over straight away and,
luckily enough, they offered me a
contract that week. It was a great
experience to go and play full time
football with some of the top young
players in the country. The
academy there was second to
none at the time. It had its tough
moments too, being away from
home at 16 was difficult but I was
very lucky the family I stayed with
really looked after me and I’m still
in touch with them all today.
Ultimately, though it ended in
disappointment, being released at
19, but the academy director and
youth team coaches at the time

09

really helped me to find another
club, for which I’ll be forever
grateful.I suppose that’s probably
the main thing I learnt at ‘Boro football is a harsh environment
and not always the dream job
everyone thinks it is. You have to
be prepared to deal with a lot of
disappointment along the way.
And then off to The Owls. 134
games and 21 goals. What were
your highlights?
I loved my time at Sheffield
Wednesday. To be released from a
Premier League club and go to
arguably a bigger one was great.
20,000 people every week in
League One was unreal. It really
helped me develop from an
academy player into a first team

pro. We had a great bunch of lads
who were all in the same boat,
moved to the area and became
friends. I still speak to a lot of them
today. We had a couple of great
seasons;
getting
promoted
through the playoffs in Cardiff then
surviving in the Championship was
a great achievement at the time.

from Fulham as Lawrie Sanchez
had taken the job there after
working with Northern Ireland.
That fell through because
Wednesday didn’t get the price
they were after, so it dragged on
for a while.

It got a bit ugly in the end but,
fortunately enough, Tony Mowbray
Paul Sturrock was replaced the came in for me at the start of
following season by Brian Laws, August 2007 and it all went
and he got the best out of me in a through pretty quickly after that.
Wednesday shirt I think. I scored
I’d played pretty well in both
10 goals from midfield that season
games against Albion the season
in the Championship and we came
before and Tony remembered that.
pretty close to getting into the
I think all in all both parties got a
playoffs.
good deal. Wednesday got good
And then to The Albion in August money at the time and I’d like to
2007 with nine seasons in the think 400 odd games later, Albion
Premier League. How did the got good value!. I went down on a
move come about?
Wednesday
were
struggling
financially at that time and I’d
been offered a new contract but
they hadn’t invested any money in
making us a better team. We had
let a few important players go on
free transfers and the lads we
brought in weren’t as good in my
opinion.
There had been a bit of interest
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Tuesday, watched a League Cup
tie against Bournemouth on the
night and met Tony on the
Wednesday. We chatted for a
couple of hours about football and
my agent went in to deal with
Jeremy and Mark Jenkins! Got it all
sorted and signed that afternoon.

was already won. My first goal
against Scunthorpe was a great
feeling, it was a big part of my
game back then and it really
settles you down, getting that first
goal. Always nice to get a tap in as
well! I think Ishmael had a shot
saved and I’d just followed up from
about 3 yards out! We won the
Tell us about your debut against
game too, which was always the
Barnsley and your first goal
main thing for me. I hated scoring
against Scunthorpe United.
if it made no difference to the
I don’t remember too much about result.
either of the games to be honest!!
It’s been so long! I came on for Which manager did you hold in
about 20 minutes against your highest respect?
Barnsley for Mozza and the game Roy Hodgson. I think I just learned
so much about the game from him.
He made us all better footballers
and understand the game a lot
more. Especially at Premier
League level. Off the field as well
he was just a nice man, capable of
having a conversation about
anything, not just football related
stuff. I still keep in touch with him
today.
There are a lot of other managers
and staff I enjoyed working with
too and that’s no disrespect to any
of them, I just felt that I learned the
most from Roy.
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You became club captain under along with me. I would demand of
Roy. What is the secret to people (sic) on the pitch if I needed
captaincy?
to, but we had such a good group
of lads that everyone did the
Yeah it was a bit weird to be
same. Reidy, Jonas, G Mac, Ridgy,
honest. Scott Carson was the
Mozza, Fozzy, Boaz and the likes
captain and Jonas was vice so I
all used to look after each other
didn’t really expect it. I think Jonas
anyway, so my job wasn’t a difficult
was happy enough being viceone! If anything, I needed to calm
captain and the manager just gave
them down sometimes rather than
it to me when Scott was out of the
get them going
team. I think he liked having
someone outfield as captain so it What was your favourite personal
just continued on when Scott got performance?
back in the team.
It’s tough to pick one out as I never
I don’t think there’s any secret to really thought much about how
it. I wouldn’t say I was an overly well I’d played as long as I’d done
vocal captain in and around the my job for the team. If I had to pick
training ground, I liked to try and one, I suppose scoring the two
do the right things every day and penalties against Liverpool at The
hopefully that dragged a few lads Hawthorns would be up there. Just
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as it was an important win for us his age and play the number of
that season and the pressure on games he did was incredible.
the second penalty.
Credit to him for the way he looked
after himself and improved his
And your favourite goal?
game to play at top level. He has to
Free kick away to Everton. Best be up there with the best signings
goal was probably against Villa Albion have ever made
away, but we lost 4-3 so I’m not
Tell us about the highs and lows
saying that one!
of your international career.
And your most feared opponent?
There were plenty of lows early on
Man City away! Every year they to be honest. The highs only came
just got stronger and stronger. I towards the end really. Being
didn’t like playing in that stadium involved when we beat England
either for some reason, it just felt and Spain in Belfast way back in
a bit soulless to me.
2006 and 2007 was great but not
a lot in between them and
And your most admired Albion
qualification campaign for Euro
colleague?
2016!
Tough to pick one again! If people
I always found it really difficult
could witness day to day at the
being away with Northern Ireland
training ground what some lads
until Michael O’Neill took over to
had to put themselves through to
be honest. I think he just made
get on the pitch on a Saturday and
everything more professional and
perform at that level, they would
organised, which took time but
be amazed.
eventually made its way onto the
The likes of Reidy, Jonas, Fez, field with our results and
Mozza playing through injuries was performances.
unbelievable. I’m sure we will all
Qualifying for the Euros that year
feel it later on in life!
was a fantastic achievement and
I’m going to say GMac though, to we played really well as a team.
come into the Premier League at Obviously, I was gutted to miss out

13

“I’d love to go
back to Albion in
some capacity...”

on the tournament but that’s so far.
football and I’ve always been
I’ll see how this season goes and
pretty lucky with injuries.
take it from there. I’ll play as long
I really enjoyed the games in the as I can but I’ll try and start putting
World Cup qualifying campaign for a few things in place to possibly
2018 too, and to miss out in the have a look at coaching after I
playoffs after a terrible refereeing hang the boots up.
decision was hard to take. I was
I’d love to go back to Albion in
very proud to play for NI and
some capacity, but with all the
Michael O’Neill got the best
stuff going on in the world at the
football out of me at international
moment it’s difficult to look too far
level.
ahead!
What comes next?
The interview took place before his
Next! I’m not sure really. I’m
injury and his release from Ashton
enjoying a new challenge at Bristol
Gate. We wish him all the best for
City this season. It was a bit weird
his future.
to start off, but everyone has been
great with me and I’ve managed to Aidan Rose asked the questions.
play a decent amount of football Max Davies was the link to Chris.
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FAVORUITE BRUNTY MOMENTS
15

We asked some of our London Baggies
members for their favourite memories of Chris
Brunt’s time at the Hawthorns.
Patrick Fahey
I suppose the stand out single event for me was that sad day at Reading
when Chris came over to the fans despite the disappointment when some
bell end threw a coin at him. The way he dealt with this and the manner
in which he overcame the injustice speaks volumes of him as a man. Of
course, his wand of a left foot was something to behold over all those
years.
Joo Howard
Got to be the Brunty free kick v Everton November 2010. Rocket of a left foot - absolutely
NAILED it with pinpoint precision into the top
corner – BOOM.
Mark Jones
For me the goal against Everton away - one of the
best free kicks I've ever seen.
Alex Horton
Trying to choose a favourite Chris Brunt moment
from the last 13 years is almost like trying to
choose a favourite Albion moment as the two are
inexplicably linked with each other! However, for
me it has to be his goal at QPR on the last day of Brunt celebrates his free kick
at Lo�us Road in May 2008
the season in 2007-08 (his first season). The (Pic by Laurie Rampling)
game previously he had secured promotion with
his goal against Southampton but being hidden deep within the home
fans at Loftus Road, even I couldn't hold my emotions in check when the
ball hit the net from a trademark free kick! You'll be missed Brunty.
S W Lloyd
Hours and hours of playing football in the garden with my youngest. When
it was my turn to play out, I was always Chris Brunt - free kick outside the
box, top left of the net. Out of hundreds of attempts I managed just one

perfect finish with the goalie stretching in vain. Picture that sublime free kick away
at Everton, because that's what I was doing every time.
Adam Hess
Meeting Chris in Cork the year after we finished 8th I asked him if he was gutted
that we hadn’t qualified for the Intertoto Cup. He looked at me and said “100% no
- don’t want my season to start in July!”
David Pryke
We are in a restricted view seat in the Rangers end the day we won the
Championship title. A slightly hostile atmosphere with West Brom 1-0 up. A good
if somewhat distant view of Brunty's free kick for our second and Harry, then 7,
let's out a little cheer. Fortunately, the locals didn't click it and the two copycat
Gera headed goals from Brunt crosses home against Charlton the same season.
Rowan Harper
Brunt started in Tony Mowbray’s team which secured promotion and the
Championship title in 2008. Highlight was Brunt’s goal in the 2-0 win away at QPR.
A group of us fans purchased a box for the game thinking we would be the only
Baggies to do this, only to see that every box was full of Baggy shirts. What a game
and what a servant Brunty has been to The Throstles. Love to see him back as a
coach one day.
Graham Lane
His loyalty to Albion is a lesson to all.
Glenn Hess
Chris Brunt scored two penalties as Roy Hodgson's men recorded a precious
victory over Liverpool in April 2011. Both penalties were superb and I couldn't
watch the second one. So brave Chris to take them and score and our Roy was
well pleased having "left" Liverpool not that long before this victory. The game
became known as Roy's Revenge.
Jon Want
The equaliser against Southampton to secure promotion in 2008 is the one
moment of his Albion career that sticks out for me. It’s hard to believe that it was
his first season and it’s hard to believe that it’s almost 13 years ago! He followed
that up with the free kick at Loftus Road the following weekend to secure the title
and become a father for the first time in between those two games - it was some
week for Brunty!
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STATISTICS
17

Picture by Laurie Rampling

Jon Want reviews the statistics
behind Brunt’s Albion career.
Chris Brunt signed for West Bromwich Albion from
Sheffield Wednesday on 15th August 2007 for an initial
fee of £3 million.
He made his debut for the Baggies as a 65th substitute
for another new signing, James Morrison, in a 2-0 win
over Barnsley at the Hawthorns on 1st September 2007.
He started Albion’s next match, a 4-0 win over Ipswich
Town a fortnight later and made his first goal
contribution a Glanford Park on 21st September. He
assisted Ishmael Miller’s equalising goal against
Scunthorpe United in the 49th minutes and then found
the net for the first time in Albion colours eleven
minutes later, tapping in a rebound after Miller’s shot
had been parried.

Chris Brunt’s West Bromwich Albion Career Statistics
Season
2007/2008
2008/2009
2009/2010
2010/2011
2011/2012
2012/2013
2013/2014
2014/2015
2015/2016
2016/2017
2017/2018
2018/2019
2019/2020
Total

League
App
Goals
22+12
4
28+6
8
39+1
13
34
4
25+4
2
23+8
2
25+3
3
33+1
2
20+2
0
27+4
3
22+4
0
22+10
2
0+7
0
320+62 54

Ass
9
2
8
11
8
7
5
10
3
4
7
6
0
80

Other
App Goals
4+3
1
2+2
0
3
0
1
0
1
1
1
1
1
0
5
1
4
0
0
0
2+1
0
3+1
0
4
0
31+7
4

Ass
1
0
2
0
0
3
0
1
0
0
1
1
0
9

App
26+15
30+8
42+1
35
26+4
24+8
26+3
38+1
24+2
27+4
24+5
25+11
4+7
361+69

Total
Goals
5
8
13
4
3
3
3
3
0
3
0
2
0
58

Ass
10
2
10
11
9
10
5
11
3
4
8
7
0
89

Premier League seasons shown in bold

Brunty made twenty or more league appearances for 12 successive seasons at
the Hawthorns and holds the record for the most Premier League appearances
by an Albion player with 269.
There is no doubt that Brunt has registered more Premier League assists than
any other Baggie, or indeed any other Ulsterman, but what that number is
depends on your source. The official Premier League site gives him 49, while
other sources including the one used for the above table records it as 57.
Whatever the number, it is impressive.
He is joint third (with Salomón Rondón) in Albion’s Premier League goalscorer
list with 24 behind James Morrison (32) and Peter Odemwingie (30).
His last Albion goal was appropriately a direct free kick. It was the opener in a
3-0 win over Swansea City at the Hawthorns in March 2019. His final assist was
the following month in the game against Huil City, putting in a corner for Dwight
Gayle to make it 2-2 with a header.
His 13 seasons at the Hawthorns makes him the club’s longest serving player
since Ally Robertson
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REID ON BRUNT
19

Albion hero and friend of London Baggies,
Steven Reid tells us about his playing career at
The Hawthorns and his continuing friendship
with Chris Brunt.
It is interesting that during his career he played
in many similar positions to Chris before playing
for us as a distinguished left back. Also, his
continuing friendship with Chris is apparently
rare for former footballers. Thank you, Steven.
“It was an absolute pleasure playing alongside
Brunty at WBA.
From day one his professionalism and ability
shone through - plus that wand of a left foot. We
had great times both on and off the pitch and
have stayed close to this day which is often not
found in football but it speaks volumes about
our time at the club.
The club will forever hold amazing memories for
me, not just the football side, but the people I
met along the way one of those being Brunty.
So, a massive ‘congratulations’ to him and all
that he has achieved so far and no doubt will go
on to achieve.”

20
Quiz Answers: Bag the Baggie: Bernard McNally. 1. MIddlesbrough. 2. Gareth
McAuley, Chris Baird and Jonny Evans. 3. James McClean. 4. Jonny Evans. 5.
Jimmy Nicholl and Gerry Armstrong. 6. Lee Camp. 7. Chris Baird (for Fulham).
8. James Quinn. 9. Reg Ryan. 10. Robbie Dennison.
Pictures by Laurie Rampling
Brunt scores against Aston
Villa in 2013
Steven Reid came to see the London
Baggies back in 2018

BRUNT AND THE GREEN AND WHITE ARMY
21

Jon Want looks back at Chris Brunt’s
international career with Northern Ireland
Chris Brunt is Albion’s most capped
player having earned 55 full caps in
his time at the Hawthorns.
His international career with “Norn
Iron” started at the Ballymena
Showgrounds in November 2002
when a 17-year-old Brunt opened the
scoring in a 4-0 win against Andorra in
a U19 international. He made a
further four U19 appearances scoring
another two goals before winning a
U23 cap against Serbia and
Montenegro in April 2004
He made his full international debut at
the age of just 19. it came in a 0-0
draw with Switzerland in Zurich in
August 2004 with Brunt coming off
the bench for the last nine minutes of
the match replacing Stuart Elliott.
He was still at Sheffield Wednesday
then, of course, and by the time he
made the move to the Hawthorns
three years later, he already had 10
caps. He was on the bench for
Northern Ireland’s most famous result
of that time, a 1-0 win over England in
September 2005.
He won his 11th cap just a week after
his Baggies debut when the Green and

White Army beat Liechtenstein 3-1 in a
Euro 2008 qualifier at Windsor Park.
His first international goal was at
Serraville, the home of football for San
Marino in November 2009 when he
came on as a 55th minute substitute
for Kyle Lafferty to score the final goal
in a 3-0 win in a World Cup qualifier.
It was in September 2013 that he
broke Graham Williams’ record as the
most capped Albion player.
That
record of 33 caps had stood for 52
years when Brunt started Northen
Ireland’s World Cup qualifier against
Azerbaĳan in Baku to earn his 34th cap
as a Baggie, his 44th overall.
The
high
point
of
Brunty’s
international career was also one of
the lows. Having helped his team
reach Euro 2016, their first major
finals since 1986, he suffered a
cruciate knee ligament injury in
Albion’s game against Crystal Palace
in February 2016 and could not play in
the tournament.
After Northern Ireland failed to qualify
for the finals of the 2018 World Cup,
Brunt brought an end to his
impressive international career.

Full international caps while at Sheffield Wednesday
Cap

Date

Opponent

Venue

Score

Comp

Details

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

18-Aug-2004
04-Jun-2005
17-Aug-2005
08-Oct-2005
12-Oct-2005
15-Nov-2005
01-Mar-2006
06-Feb-2007
24-Jul-2007
23-Jul-2007

Switzerland
Germany
Malta
Wales
Austria
Portugal
Estonia
Wales
Liechtenstein
Sweden

Zurich
Belfast
Ta'Qali
Belfast
Vienna
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Vaduz
Belfast

0-0
1-4
1-1
2-3
0-2
1-1
1-0
0-0
4-1
2-1

Friendly
Friendly
Friendly
WC 2006 Q
WC 2006 Q
Friendly
Friendly
Friendly
Euro 08 Q
Euro 08 Q

Sub 81’
Sub 77’
Sub 59’
Sub 65’

Full international caps while at West Bromwich Albion
Cap

Date

Opponent

Venue

Score

Comp

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65

22-Aug-2007
08-Sep-2007
12-Sep-2007
17-Oct-2007
17-Nov-2007
21-Nov-2007
06-Feb-2008
20-Aug-2008
06-Sep-2008
10-Sep-2008
19-Nov-2008
11-Feb-2009
28-Mar-2009
12-Aug-2009
09-Sep-2009
14-Nov-2009
11-Aug-2010
03-Sep-2010
08-Oct-2010
12-Oct-2010
17-Nov-2010
25-Mar-2011
29-Mar-2011
02-Sep-2011
06-Sep-2011
09-Oct-2011
15-Aug-2012
07-Sep-2012
11-Sep-2012
14-Nov-2012
06-Feb-2013
26-Mar-2013
06-Sep-2013
11-Oct-2013
15-Oct-2013
05-Mar-2014
07-Sep-2014
14-Nov-2014
29-Mar-2015
13-Jun-2015
04-Sep-2015
07-Sep-2015
08-Oct-2015
11-Oct-2015
11-Nov-2016
15-Nov-2016
26-Mar-2017
02-Jun-2017
10-Jun-2017
01-Sep-2017
05-Jul-2017
05-Oct-2017
08-Oct-2017
08-Nov-2017
12-Nov-2017

Liechtenstein
Latvia
Iceland
Sweden
Denmark
Spain
Bulgaria
Scotland
Slovakia
Czech Republic
Hungary
San Marino
Poland
Israel
Slovakia
Serbia
Montenegro
Slovenia
Italy
Faroe Islands
Morocco
Serbia
Slovenia
Serbia
Estonia
Estonia
Finland
Russia
Luxembourg
Azerbaĳan
Malta
Israel
Portugal
Azerbaĳan
Israel
Cyprus
Hungary
Romania
Finland
Romania
Faroe Islands
Hungary
Greece
Finland
Azerbaĳan
Croatia
Norway
New Zealand
Azerbaĳan
San Marino
Czech Republic
Germany
Norway
Switzerland
Switzerland

Belfast
Riga
Reykjavik
Gothenburg
Belfast
Gran Canaria
Belfast
Glasgow
Bratislava
Belfast
Belfast
Serraville
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Podgorica
Maribor
Belfast
Toftir
Belfast
Belgrade
Belfast
Lurgan
Tallinn
Belfast
Lurgan
Moscow
Belfast
Belfast
Attard
Belfast
Belfast
Baku
Tel Aviv
Nicosia

3-1
0-1
1-2
1-1
2-1
0-1
0-1
0-0
1-2
0-0
0-2
3-0
3-2
1-1
0-2
0-1
0-2
1-0
0-0
1-1
1-1
1-2
0-0
0-1
1-4
1-2
3-3
0-2
1-1
1-1
0-0
0-2
2-4
0-2
1-1
0-0
2-1
0-2
2-1
0-0
3-1
1-1
3-1
1-1
4-0
0-3
2-0
1-0
1-0
3-0
2-0
1-3
0-1
0-1
0-0

Euro 08 Q
Euro 08 Q
Euro 08 Q
Euro 08 Q
Euro 08 Q
Euro 08 Q
Friendly
Friendly
WC 2010 Q
WC 2010 Q
Friendly
WC 2010 Q
WC 2010 Q
Friendly
WC 2010 Q
Friendly
Friendly
Euro 12 Q
Euro 12 Q
Euro 12 Q
Friendly
Euro 12 Q
Euro 12 Q
Euro 12 Q
Euro 12 Q
Euro 12 Q
Friendly
WC 2014 Q
WC 2014 Q
WC 2014 Q
Friendly
WC 2014 Q
WC 2014 Q
WC 2014 Q
WC 2014 Q
Friendly
Euro 16 Q
Euro 16 Q
Euro 16 Q
Euro 16 Q
Euro 16 Q
Euro 16 Q
Euro 16 Q
Euro 16 Q
WC 2018 Q
Friendly
WC 2018 Q
Friendly
WC 2018 Q
WC 2018 Q
WC 2018 Q
WC 2018 Q
WC 2018 Q
WC 2018 PO
WC 2018 PO

Bucharest
Belfast
Belfast
Torshavn
Belfast
Belfast
Helsinki
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Belfast
Baku
Serraville
Belfast
Belfast
Oslo
Belfast
Basel

Details
Sub 66’

Sub 69’

Sub 55’, 1 goal

Total caps: 65 (55+10)
Caps while at Albion: 55 (49+6) Albion)
Goals: 4

Sub 76’

Sub 66’

Sub 24’

1 goal

1 goal

1 goal
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BAGGIE SHORTS QUIZ
As this is the Chris Brunt Special, this
edition’s quiz is all about Albion’s Northern
Irish connections.
Bag the Baggie:
• I started my career at Shrewsbury
Town in 1981.
• Playing in midfield, I played 279
times and scored 23 goals.
• I was signed by WBA for £385,000
in 1989.
• In my first season, I won the
Supporters Player of the Season.
• I represented Northern Ireland on 5
occasions.
• In 6 seasons, I played 157 times
scoring 10 goals for the Albion.
• I was also a member of the 92/93
Playoff winning team.
• After hanging up my boots, I
managed and coached at a number
of clubs including Telford Utd,
Hednesford Town and Shrewsbury
Town.

By Adam Hess

1. Which academy did Chris Brunt play
for?
2. Which three Northern Irish outfield
players played with Chris Brunt whilst
he was at Albion?
3. Which Irish player refused to wear the
poppy on his shirt?
4. Which Northern Irish Albion player has
played for Manchester United,
Sunderland and Leicester City?
5. Albion signed two Northern Irish
players in the middle of the 80s, one
from Rangers the other from Real
Mallorca. Who are they?
6. Which Northern Irish goalkeeper never
made an appearance for Albion after
signing in 2013 from Norwich?
7. Which Northern Irish Albion player
played in a Europa League Final?
8. Which Northern Irish international
striker played 123 games scoring 10
goals after signing for £500,000 in
1998 from Blackpool?
9. Which member of Albion’s 1954 FA
Cup winning side played for both the
Republic of Ireland and Northern
Ireland international teams?

Answers on page 20

10. Which Ulsterman moved from Albion
to Wolves in 1987?
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