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VIEW FROM THE CHAIR

Welcome to another edition of
Baggie Shorts.
Like my colleagues among the
London Baggies, I’m aware that
this has been an extremely unusual
and turbulent 15 months dealing
with the pandemic and all that has
entailed. Covid also coincided with
our
magnificent
(at
times)
Championship team becoming
cannon fodder for Premier League
teams for much of the “behind
closed doors” season. It was sad to
watch our performances at times
particularly via TV and streaming
rather than in the flesh - enlivened
by the odd highlight like Chelsea
and Southampton. And remember
Wolves still couldn’t beat us!
I’m aware that a good many of my
fellow London Baggies – and Albion
fans more generally – consider that
the Championship is “real football”
free from the farcical decisions of
Stockley Park and VAR and a
league where greed is usually good.
Personally, I don’t want Albion to be
playing in anything but the best
league in England no matter what
my concerns or quibbles might be
with the way the Premier League is
organised or managed. To be the
best, you have to play the best. For
me, last season was a clear case of
wasted opportunities. Whose fault
that was I’ll leave others to decide
but managers, players, and owners
all need to look at themselves.
I now find that another year goes by
when instead of trying to get a
foothold in the top flight we find
ourselves scrabbling around trying
to rebuild for another promotion

push. In itself that can be wearying
and concerning that we don’t seem
to learn the lessons of the past. I’ve
never been one to dream of
spending a fortune on players for
fleeting success only to put the
club’s survival in danger as per
Sunderland, Portsmouth, Leeds (in
the past), etc. That said, I have also
always felt just a little more
targeted expenditure over recent
promotions could have seen us get
a toehold in the Premier allowing us
to then try to kick on and threaten
those top eight type positions and
maybe have a crack at the
domestic cups and perhaps even
with a following wind, at least
challenge for a Europa League
place.
Sadly, with a lack of
ambition and foresight and - I would
suggest - a little too tight control of
the purse strings, we are currently
resigned to being one of the main
yo-yo teams along with Norwich.
On to cheerier and more hopeful
things. I hope that relegation brings
with it a chance to reinvigorate the
club and bring in a new manager
who can drive longer term and
sustainable success – ideally with
entertaining (yet pragmatic when
needs be) football. I wish all my
fellow Baggies a healthy and
enjoyable summer and let’s hope
for a successful “in person” 202122 season and the end of the
Covid nightmare.
Steve Watts
Chair London Baggies
TLIMS
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A LETTER FROM THE EDITORS
03

OK, I have my tissues next to me and I’m writing this
through a flood of tears. It was a truly horrible season on
the pitch for us. We’d just made it after a very bad run
at the end of last season when Brentford nearly caught
us on the line and yet we seemed to think that we would
do all right with that team in the Premier League and
then to strengthen we bought the same players with our
limited budget who did OK in the Championship. Big
mistake!!!!
On the positive side all the lads seemed to want to be
together and to play for us and Slaven but they, as we
really knew, were just not good enough. The
combination of Sawyers and Livermore left us
vulnerable and totally lacking in speed and strength
and skill. As for tackling we were calamitous. The only
stars of Prem quality we had were Periera and
Johnstone with the odd good performances from some
others from time to time. It was a shambles and I think
our kit was too, the red one in particular, and the shitty

Slaven Bilić - picture by Laurie Rampling

Jake Livermore - picture by Laurie Rampling

quality was disgraceful. But I was there, as I’m sure many of you
were, for every TV game shouting our lads on. Just a note here
of how important we fans are and what a big difference we
make - I hope we are going to harness that power and use it to
better the game. Fan power could, perhaps, be used to narrow
the gulf between the top clubs and the bottom ones. This
wonderful game will get more and more meaningless if the only
way to win is to buy the top players and pay them eye-watering
amounts of dosh.
The gulf in class between us and the rest just widened the
longer the season continued and, for me, it was depressing
especially the lack of much needed financial support from the
owners. I believe we got at least 90 million getting to the Prem
and how did we spend that I ask?
Still enough of the negativity - we now march forward into the
new season in the Championship with no manager and Chris
Wilder the bookies’ odds on favourite to take over (suppose he
must be cheap) I’d prefer Frank because of his contacts and my
belief that he needs to prove himself big time.
So my fellow London Baggies, I look forward to seeing you next
season as we regroup to march on to a successful season.
Glenn
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THE RETURN TO THE HAWTHORNS
05

Our very own Dave Wilshire gives us his
thoughts on the long-awaited return of fans to
The Hawthorns
The return to The Hawthorns will be, of course, to
watch Championship football.
Now for most, this is utter catastrophe but for some of
us, it means an end of the squealing, diving (Premier
League quality), passion-sucking V.A.R. of the noncontact sport that has become the Premier League.
What some of us want is to go to a game not having to
‘park the bus’ and hope for ‘a set piece’; to go to a
game with expectations rather than hope.
One eminent London Baggie recently told me, ’You
must be in the Premier League for the prestige’.
Surely, that is like having a Rolls Royce in the garage
and not being able to drive.
One of the widely recognised best evenings at the
Hawthorns was the play-off semi-final with Swansea:
the third tier of English football.
I rest my case.
It will, of course, be great being able to meet up again
with familiar faces, along with the banter and different
opinions. What sort of season we will have seems, at
this point, very much in the balance.
Swansea on a Monday night. Bring it on!
From your senior football correspondent

Dave Brexit

Some happy memories of fans in stadia
Pictures by Laurie Rampling
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BAGGIES IN THE SMOKE
07

As London Baggies, our most frequent away games are
generally those in the capital, and Aidan Rose has
compiled a list of our most recent victories at the
home’s of London league clubs, and also surveyed our
favourites.

Pictures by Laurie Rampling

We have had some terrible times on the road, but we have also had some
great ones. Remember, if you can, September to December 1978 when
we gobbled up Chelsea, Leeds, Valencia, Wolves, Arsenal and
Manchester United in a run of eight wins and two draws in ten games
away from The Hawthorns.
Here, we look back to our record on our short trips here in London by
looking at our most recent league victories at our trips down by the river.
With a bit of help from Jon Want, the record is on the table over the page.
Not bad really!
The Survey
Following the Chelsea game, we
asked you to nominate your
favourite Albion league win in
London and why. Your justification
was according to criteria you set
yourself: the game, the day, an

Astle scores at the Co�age in 1967

event or whatever.
Despite Mozza’s screamer at Spurs and a convivial late lunch at the
Albion pub, it got none of the fifty-four votes we received. Arsenal proved
anything was possible, although if the game had lasted ten minutes
longer, Samir Nasri would have won it for them. Millwall was a lesson in
how to play football in atrocious conditions. We at Baggie Shorts thought
Chelsea would have got the vote but West Ham, despite being several
years’, ago is clearly etched in the memories of many members and so
it should be.

Opposition

Date

25-Sep-2010 Emirates Stadium Premier League

2-3

Brentford

16-Sep-2019

Griffin Park

Championship

0-1

Charlton Athletic

18-Mar-2005

The Valley

Premier League

1-4

Chelsea

3-Apr-2021

Stamford Bridge Premier League

2-5

Crystal Palace

13-Aug-2016

Selhurst Park

Premier League

0-1

Fulham

7-Oct-1967

Craven Cottage

Division One

1-2

Leyton Orient

23-Nov-1974

Brisbane Road

Division Two

0-2

Millwall

9-Feb-2020

New Den

Championship

0-2

Scorers
Odemwingie
Jara
Thomas
Edwards
Horsfield
Earnshaw (3)
Pereira (2)
Robinson (2)
DIagne
Rondón
Astle
Brown
Hughes
Johnston
Krovinović
O'Shea

0-2

Ferguson
Pereira

0-1

Morrison
Hulse (2)
Deane (o.g.)
Hughes

Arsenal

Venue

Division

Kiyan Prince
Foundation
Championship
Stadium
Tottenham Hotspur 21-Sep-2014 White Hart Lane Premier League
QPR

28-Sep-2019

Score

West Ham United

8-Nov-2003

Upton Park

Division One

3-4

Wimbledon

2-Mar-2002

Selhurst Park

Division One

0-1

Survey Results

Dichio

20.0%

22.5%

32.5%

2.5%

0.0%

2.5%

5.0%
0.0%

0.0%

2.5%

2.5%

10.0%

Mozza scoring at Spurs
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Here are a few of your memories from these famous Baggies victories
Arsenal (2010)
• To win at Arsenal! A great night on the beer followed!
• Arsenal was a top four fixture then and after we missed the penalty in the first
half, the most optimistic fan could not expect to win! Outstanding performance.
Unbelievable. I still have a photo of the scoreboard.
• It was the first few months of my life living in London and to see my beloved
Baggies in the flesh win against a superpower like Arsenal was the stuff of
dreams. And typical Albion, race into a stunning 3-0 lead and then clinging on by
the end. It was beautiful!
• One of our first big away wins at a top side in the Premier League. A match full of
drama, incident and hanging on at the end waiting for the final whistle. Stayed in
the ground singing for 10 minutes
after the whistle blew. Top time in
the pub till late after the match. All
made more surreal by getting up at
5am to watch the AFL final with Max
in Clapham Grand.
• Having missed a penalty in the 1st
half, thought our chance had gone.
To go 3 up with 20 minutes to go
was unbelievable. (Chelsea game
would have won had we been
allowed to go. Football without fans
Jerome Thomas celebra�ng his goal
is not football!)

Brentford (2019)

• My first and only visit to Griffin Park so a 100%-win record.

Charlton Athletic (2005)
• Dead and buried, fought back into the
game and the away fans were on fire all
day.
• The great escape, the support, the weather
and the beer in Greenwich!
• Met the players before the game then won
4-1.
The Horse scoring at the Valley
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Chelsea (2021)
• The performance was outstanding. One of the best performances I have seen
from a baggies team in many a moon. Only shame was we weren't allowed to be
there! I would so much have enjoyed singing.
• I hate Chelsea.
• Winning at a team unbeaten in 14, only conceded 2 goals in that time. Albion
destroyed them. Pity we weren’t there. Result from game where in attendance
would be Arsenal.
• Tremendous result and I dislike Chelsea with a passion
• Played them off the pitch with five tremendous goals.

Crystal Palace (2016)
• I live locally and was at the game.
Atmosphere was very good too.

Salomón Rondón a�er his winner at
Selhurst Park

Leyton Orient (1974)
• This game is one of only two on the list I
attended in person (the other being QPR
2019)

Millwall (2020)
• The Baggies were fantastic and so were the
fans, despite the biblical downpours.
Filip Krovinović celebrates his goal at Millwall
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Queen’s Park Rangers (2019)
• Great seats, great atmosphere and great performance. Plus, excellent breakfast
in Richmond.

Pereira scores with a free kick at QPR

Hulse celebrates at West Ham

West Ham United (2003)
• Great comeback, great atmosphere was at the front of the away end when Lee
Hughes scored and came over to celebrate.
• Total despair to absolute triumph, symbolising in 90 minutes the roller coaster
life of a Baggies fan.
• I'm not even sure eternal optimist, my Father, believed it could happen I was there
(wasn't at the Bridge obviously) and coming back from 3 at half time!
• Albion showed great fighting spirit to come back and win the game; that many
fans believed was lost.
• Come back from 3 down with Hughes getting the winner in front of the away
supporters sending us into wild celebrations...
• Fantastic performance in a dire situation and completely unexpected. COYB!!!

Wimbledon (2002)
• One of the few games I went to.

Quiz Answers: Bag the Baggie: Nigel Quashie. 1. Five (2003, 2006, 2009, 2018,
2021). 2. 34 (2005). 3. 81. 4. Gary Megson (2003), Bryan Robson (2006), Tony
Mowbray (2009), Darren Moore (2018), Sam Allardyce (2021). 5. Ron Saunders.
6. 1900/01. 7. 1990/91. 8. Bobby Gould. 9. Matheus Pereira. 10. Tony Pulis,
Gary Megson, Alan Pardew, Darren Moore.
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A SEASON TO FORGET

Jon Want looks back at a disappointing season
2020/21 was a season like no
other. When the season kicked
off, a month late due to the
delays in completing the
previous season, there were no
fans in attendance but, at the
time, few thought that situation
would last for pretty much the
entire season.
While for many football fans,
their relationship with the
game is almost exclusively via
the medium of television, but
for match-going fans like me,
not being able to attend the
games made the whole season
rather soulless and detached.
Throw in Albion’s dismal
performances on the pitch and
the whole campaign was very
forgettable.
The few high points, such as
the remarkable win at the
home of the newly-crowned
Champions League winners
and
another
victory
at
Molineux, will never be
remembered in the same way
as those events that were
witnessed in person.
Furthermore, given that
also missed out on
promotion party at
Hawthorns at the end of

we
the
The
the

previous season, it’s easy to
gloss over the last fifteen
months as if they didn’t
happen. As a club, Albion
seemed to have found
performing without fans in
attendance extremely difficult
as their struggles can be traced
almost precisely to have
started when football returned
in June 2020.
Once they had stumbled over
the line, the decisions made in
last summer’s late and
abridged transfer window set
the tone for the season. With a
transfer budget rumoured to be
as low as £20m, the club’s
initial priority was to keep the
squad that had got them
promoted.
With four key
players from last season’s
team on loan, the bulk of the
budget went on making those
deals permanent or, in the
case of Filip Krovinović,
agreeing another loan deal.
Few fans complained about the
swap deal that saw Callum
Robinson and Oliver Burke
change clubs, and not too
many were unhappy when
Dowling made Grady Diangana
the club’s record signing.
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season, and David Button appears to
be a decent backup ‘keeper, Albion’s
other signing from last summer,
Conor Gallagher on loan from
Chelsea, was definitely a good
acquisition. However, it still means
that only half of the eight signings
(Pereira being the eighth) that the
club made have had a positive impact
which is a pretty appalling record.
Albion’s record signing, Grady Diangana
- picture by Laurie Rampling

There were already reports of
disagreements between Albion’s
Sporting Director and Head Coach,
Slaven Bilić.
The Croat was
desperate to get Krovinović but less
keen on Diangana, and he is also
reported to have been adamant that
he wanted both Branislav Ivanović
and Karlan Grant.
While Robinson has done OK, none of
those other signings can be
considered a success. Grant and
Diangana have the potential to be
very
useful
players
in
the
Championship next season, but with
potential combined fees in excess of
£30m, you would certainly hope so.
I still think that Grady could still
develop to be Premier League quality,
his goal at Everton shows what he is
capable of, but I’m not sure that
Grant will.
I don’t think that Cédric Kipré was
bought to be in the first team this
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Bilić paid for his part in those
decisions with his job in December. I
was disappointed at the time and I’m
still not convinced it was the right
decision. At the time of writing,
Dowling, however, who ultimately
signed off every deal, remains in post
and is charged with not only
rebuilding the squad but also hiring a
new head coach.
His decision to hire Sam Allardyce
may have seemed an easy one, but
his style was so at odds with that of
his predecessor that the squad took
way to long to adapt to his ideas.
Having said that, the form did turn
around in time but the players’ failure
to take their chances ultimately cost
them.
That turnaround was only achieved
with the addition of another four
players, three of whom were on loan.
Like last summer, Albion are left short
on bodies as key individuals were only
on loan and the club needs to reevaluate its use of the loan market to

One of the Baggies’ be�er loan signings,
Harvey Barnes
- picture by Laurie Rampling

avoid being in a similar situation next
summer.
It’s a double-edged sword, of course.
Clubs are able to get players on loan
that are of a better quality than they
could afford to buy, or are able to “trybefore-you-buy” and avoid long-term
financial commitment should the
player not work out. Harvey Barnes
and Romelu Lukaku are examples of
excellent players that would never
have pulled on the famous navy and
white without the loan market, while
in the summer of 2019, most Baggies
fans were pleased that Jacob Murphy,
Stefan Johansen and Jefferson
Montero were only on loan. It has its
place, but I think Albion need to be a
little less reliant on it than they have
been of late.

less than four years and in a
somewhat similar situation to the one
it found itself in that summer of 2019.
Changing head coaches regularly is
not necessarily a bad thing - Watford
have done it successfully in recent
years - but it only works if the club has
a long term strategy. With an owner
that is supposedly desperate to sell,
there is no such strategy at Albion
and, until there is, I’m not sure how
the club can properly progress.
The parachute money means that the
Baggies will be amongst the
favourites for a return to the Premier
League and, with fans back in the
grounds, I’m really looking forward to
another promotion challenge. Albion
may well bounce straight back, but
they are still a long way from being a
club
capable
of
establishing
themselves in the top flight once
again.

And so the club finds itself looking for
its sixth permanent head coach in One of the season’s few posi�ves, Matheus
Pereira - picture by Laurie Rampling
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A LOCKDOWN LAMENT
15

Patrick Fahey, our man on the door of the Tony Brown suite,
tells his story of the lockdown at The Hawthorns
When asked to write about the
last twelve months, and
specifically about the closure to
the public of The Hawthorns
and other league grounds, I
had to consider it for some time
so that politics did not enter the
prose. I did not want this article
to
become
diatribe
as
personally I feel very jealous of
my individual freedoms ranged
against the omnipresent power
of the state.

Halesowen Town, a half hour
bus ride, and enjoyed the pub,
terracing and good quality play
- not the same, of course, but
good to meet up with mates
and enjoy the atmosphere of a
thousand or so people without
segregation, masks or the like.

Initially, of course, we all
thought that this novel
situation would be a temporary
imposition and nothing to
overly concern us as we would
all be back sooner rather than
later.

This, of course, is very different
to a normal match day for me
as an Executive Steward on the
Tony Brown entrance in
Halfords Lane.

Now, however, we can see that
this lockdown tool can be used
at any time at the behest of the
state when it sees fit, and we
should all be concerned with
regards to Big Brother tactics.
In the early days, I and other
Baggies switched to nonleague for our fix. I went over to

I even went to watch them at
Cambridge City for a mid-week
FA Cup qualifying match and as
far as I know we all survived
this very risky behaviour!

This entrance to the ground
accounts is not just for the
supporters who pay to sit above
the fans in the Halfords Lane
stand from the control room as
far as the seats for the
directors in the centre of the
stand. Behind those seats is a
lounge that allows sit down
meals and is equipped with a
bar for those with the cash to

An empty Hawthorns - picture by Laurie Rampling

splash.
It is also the entry point for the team
when they arrive by coach from the
training ground as many of the
autograph hunters will be aware.

that the number of attempted cons
to get tickets is ever present. It can
be quite hectic, especially in the last
half hour before kick off, and when,
which occurs quite regularly, tickets
are in the wrong name, missed by
the club, lack of ID, etc. It all adds
to the pressure but, by and large, it
gets sorted out.

Arriving around 12.00 midday for a
15.00 kick off before opening the
door, we collect tickets left in the
control room for guests of the club these may be visiting celebrities, Apart from a shared spell monitoring
match officials, guests and others the door for late arrivals or early
leavers, I get to watch most of the
that have paid for a one-off match.
game from the lounge - the view is
Once we have these, the door is
second to none and often you get to
opened and steady streams of fans
chat to folk like ex-players, squad
arrive through until kick off time.
players not involved, managers on
In addition, once the players from scouting trips etc.
both teams have arrived, we get sent
From this hectic involvement in the
the complimentary tickets. Fans
match day itself to nothing is quite a
collecting these have to bring a form
contrast. A number of stewards were
of ID so that they can prove their
selected to be involved in the behind
entitlement.
closed door games for car parks,
It would not surprise anyone to know
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etc. but the numbers required are on us for a second time I did not
far fewer than normal.
immediately return to the terraces.
Yet the professional game itself
continued without much interruption
- a sign of things to come? The
problem with denying the fans
access to live football is that it
proves that the clubs, especially in
the Greed League, don’t need us
and probably prefer not to have the
logistical headache of putting on a
game and all the attendant
responsibilities and risks that
entails.
The second aspect is that people
change their behaviours as a result.
I am thinking back to my own
experience when Ron Atkinson
returned to the club in the 1980s
having been shown the door by Man
Utd for being unsuccessful.
Personally, I was disgusted having
witnessed first-hand the damage his
actions had done to the club which I
think eventually lead to our
relegation to the second tier. I recall
sending back my recently purchased
season ticket with a stiff missive to
the directors on their lack of
judgement on his re-appointment. I
stopped attending until he left, but
even then after he had walked out
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I had filled my Saturday afternoons
with other activities and it was
weeks after he had gone (again) that
I went along and that was a spur of
the moment thought because then
it was possible to just turn up and
pay cash at the turnstile. Not the
logistical planning that has to go into
obtaining a ticket weeks in advance
that we have progressed to.
In summation, I worry that the
actions of the state whether for our
good or ill always seems to focus on
the activities, actions and locations
that provide the opportunity for
community.
Pubs, football, the Church are just
three immediate structures that by
design of default have been affected
negatively
by
policies
the
Establishment have introduced in
my lifetime.
Our opportunities to fraternise seem
to be more and more restricted and
this is the fear I have and the
possible loss of some of our
brethren who will not be enticed
back when, or if, the game should
return to normal.

DON’T BELIEVE A WORD

Picture by Laurie Rampling

Steve Finn reviews the first post-lockdown London
Baggies event - an evening with Garry Thompson at
the wonderful St Pancras Old Church on 28th May.
Max pulled yet another rabbit
out the hat for the latest guest
to visit us lucky London Baggies.
Set in the unique surroundings
of St Pancras Old Church we
welcomed former Albion star
Garry Thompson.
Such was the enthusiasm to
attend by the blue and white
stripers that the original plan to
offer tickets to the supporters of
a couple of the other clubs that
Garry had played for was

shelved.
After a pleasant catch up and
drink with friends not seen for
some time, our compere for the
evening, Adrian Chiles, got
proceedings underway.
Garry has recently had his
biography published, Garry
Thompson – Don’t Believe A
Word, and alongside him was
the journalist, Bill Howell, who
had been responsible for
convincing Garry that he had a
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story worth telling and co-authored the
book.
Garry told us all about his early life, his
family, his introduction to football and
starting out at Coventry City. He let us
know how he then joined the Albion
and regaled us with tales from the
dressing room and the characters
within.
After leaving us he went on to play for
a further seven different league clubs,
including some bunch down Witton
way (his boyhood club), before a brief
flirtation with management.
One thing I found quite eye-opening
was how extensive the racism was
within the clubs themselves. I’m sure
most are aware of the shocking abuse
players received from supporters, but
to hear the way black players were
spoken to and treated by managers
and fellow players, even their own
team mates, was quite appalling.

We also learnt a few ‘tricks of trade’
including how directions to a
colleague, as to where you wanted the
ball played, could also be used to
exact revenge on an opponent.
Garry came across as very open and
honest about his playing days, and
always seemed to see the positive and
humorous side to things.
After the year+ that we’ve all been
through it was a great way to
reacquaint with others of an Albion
persuasion.
However, with the amount of WBA
related literature currently hitting the
streets (Laurie Rampling!!!), I’m going
to need another lockdown to get
through it all…….
Thanks again to Max for organising
these great events.
Steve Finn

Picture by Laurie Rampling
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A few of Laurie Rampling’s pictures
from the fantastic evening

Laurie Rampling, Laurie Cunningham’s
son, Sergio and Norman Bartlam

Peter Thursfield, Tim Ellison,
“Brexit” Dave Wilshere and Ian Tinsley

Max Davies and Ken Foggo

Simon Lloyd and John Burke

The wonderful St Pancras Old Church

Lana with Allan and Samira
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Q&A

Aidan Rose asks London Baggie, Peter
Gregory about his life as an Albion fan
Born in London in 1951, Peter lived in
Tottenham from 1951-55 before moving to
Kenton in Middlesex where he lived until
1974. Since then, he has lived in various
locations in Kent and South London. He is
married with two children and three
grandchildren.
He started going to football with his dad in
1960 mainly watching the local team,
Wealdstone, and started going to Baggies
games on his own in 1965 including home
games on a regular basis between 1976 and
2002 (except for the 1985/86 season!)
following the formation of the London Branch,
of which he was Chairman for
the first two years.
In later years, he always
attended with his son even
when we slipped down to the
third tier.
Now just an armchair fan, he
never watches Premier League
games except when Albion are
playing.
He now spends his Saturday
afternoons watching nonleague games particularly his
local team, Welling United, and
is thoroughly enjoying it.
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Why the Albion?

Best ever signing?

In 1960, when I was nine, I started
collecting cards of footballers that came in
packets of bubble gum. I picked the Albion
as I liked the name much to the dismay of
my Spurs supporting family. Subsequently,
having researched my family tree, I have
discovered that one of my great
grandfathers worked as a jeweller in
Birmingham and is buried in the cemetery
in the Jewellery Quarter.

Jeff Astle, a snip at £25,000.

What was your first game?

I used to like standing in front of the old
Rainbow Stand.

rd

3 February 1962 v Arsenal (away).
We won 1-0 with a goal from Chippy Clark.
My father and grandfather, both Spurs fans,
took me so we all left the ground happy.
th

My first home game was on 17 February
1962 against Spurs in the fifth round of the
cup with my father. It was the last time that
there were more than 50,000 in the
ground.
Most memorable game?
You’ll have to allow me two with this one.
Both the 1968 FA Cup Final when I was
fortunate enough to have a seat and when
we clinched promotion at Oldham in 1976.
Super Bob or Super Kev?
Super Bob, but my two favourite players
have to be Derek Kevan and Jeff Astle. I had
the pleasure of meeting Derek at one of the
London club socials in 1983 and I
introduced myself advising him that he had
been my schoolboy hero. His reply was
“Crikey, that makes me feel old!”.

Favourite away ground?
None really, but we always seemed to win at
Portsmouth when I went and my only visit to
Filbert Street was a 5-0 victory to the
Baggies.
Laurie Cunningham was
absolutely magic that day.
Favourite section of The Hawthorns and
why?

Big Sam - Footballing God or the Devil
incarnate?
I was against when we appointed him. He
has unquestionably improved the team but
Bilić might have achieved the same with the
same resources.
Prospects for next season?
Providing we can retain most of the current
squad, I think we will be in with a good
chance of going back up.
Sixties or seventies?
The late 60s team remain my favourite as
we won trophies. The late 70s team was
stronger overall but they failed to win any
silverware.
Best home
Hawthorns?

performance

at

The

It has to be the 4-0 thrashing of Man Utd in
1976 and the 2-0 victory over Valencia in
1978.
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BAGGIE SHORTS QUIZ
Relegation Special
Bag the Baggie:
• I was born in London and started
my career at QPR.
• After 10 appearances in my first
season in the Premier League, I was
relegated for the first time.
• After being sold to Nottingham
Forest I was relegated for the
second time in only my fourth
professional season.
• Pompey signed me the following
year and I played a big part in their
promotion campaign that year.
• I was then sold to Southampton in
the January transfer window and
despite being Club captain
succumbed to my third relegation.
• Bryan Robson signed me for the
Albion in January 2006 for £1.2m
and I was relegated for the fourth
and final time joining a handful of
players to be relegated from the
Premier League in two successive
seasons.
• I went to play for West Ham,
Birmngham, Wolves, MK Dons and
QPR before finishing my career in
Iceland.

By Adam Hess

1. Including this season, how many times
have Albion been relegated from the
Premiership?
2. Albion hold the record for least points
gained when avoiding relegation - how
many was it?
3. Including 2020/21, how many
seasons have Albion spent in the top
flight of English football?
4. Name the managers that were in
charge each time Albion were
relegated from the Premier League.
5. Who was in charge when we were
relegated from the old First Division for
the last time in 1986?
6. In what year were we first relegated
from the top fight of English football?
7. In what year did we get relegated to
the Third Division?
8. Who was the manager that year?
9. Who has scored the most goals for
Albion in a Premier League relegation
season?
10. Name the four managers Albion
appointed during the season we were
relegated in 2017/18?

Answers on page 11
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