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VIEW FROM THE CHAIR

Welcome everyone to our first Baggie
Shorts of the “opened up” era. I hope
you are all enjoying your new found
freedoms but being cautious and
sensible about it all too.
We look forward to a new season with
fresh hope, another new manager (!)
and a slightly different footballing style
and philosophy. My early views are that
it will be an exciting season until such
time as people work us out, and then
we definitely need a plan B and possibly
a plan C too.
The branch has been fortunate during
lockdown to continue to hold the
occasional London Baggies’ events
including the launch of a couple of
Laurie’s books (please support Laurie
as the money goes to very worthy
causes).
Thanks too to Max and everyone else
involved in putting on those events and
the very helpful staff and management
at the Old Red Lion at Angel. A
particularly warm thank-you to Chris
Brunt for giving us his time recently at
Electrowerkz in Islington/Angel for a
fantastic evening where Chris regaled
us with his experiences of playing for
Albion in recent years (I wonder if those
12-13 years felt longer at times!). If you
missed it, you shouldn’t have! Let’s
hope Chris now flourishes in his new
role at the club and helps to guide our
new generation of young players.
We can now look forward to watching
games in the flesh again albeit Sky has
already been up to its tricks in making
quite a few forthcoming games Friday
night affairs. Not great for many fans –
particularly London Baggies. Whilst we
have members from all over the world
and all over Britain, predominately our

membership is London and the southeast – so getting to some of those
Friday games will test the best of us.
In terms of the branch, your continued
support and membership is vital as we
move into this new (fingers crossed)
post-Covid era. We are only able to
provide Baggie Shorts and event
evenings with your membership
contributions, so please rejoin if you
haven’t yet done so. I welcome longstanding members and new members
of the branch alike. Let’s try to maintain
our Baggies community in London and
drive it forward to flourish even more.
For future events we may introduce a
slightly different charging policy to
ensure that there is always a benefit for
members as opposed to non-members
but naturally we’d like as many as
possible to join us in our shared
experiences as London Baggies. You
can find the renewal/membership form
on
Twitter
@LondonBaggies
or
londonbaggies.com. Although Covid
messed up our plans for the last two
AGMs (and I may therefore have
outstayed my welcome as Chair, but
nature abhors a vacuum!), I will be
trying to set something up shortly on
that front.
Finally, on a personal level, it was
wonderful to see so many old friends
recently - both at games and at the
Chris Brunt night. Sharing our love of
Albion and partaking of a few (or more)
drinks along the way.
Let’s look forward to a successful
season for both the club and the
London Branch.
Steve Watts
Chair London Baggies
TLIMS
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A LETTER FROM THE EDITORS
03

Welcome to the 25th edition of
Baggie Shorts. We never though we
would get this far. But we managed it
with our small editorial team and you,
the members, who deliver excellent
copy to us regularly.
We have, as you know started the
season very well with a very different
style of football and a manager who
has clear ideas about what he wants.
We did a members’ survey about him,
and the results are in this edition. I
wonder what he makes of our
faceless owner and his acolyte who
seem to be content to park some of
their cash and spend nothing. We live
in interesting times and I’m sure we
would welcome him with open arms
at Electrowerks anytime he is passing
through London on his way to The
Hawthorns.
It’s too early to tell but our thin and
injury prone squad is going to be
tested over the next few weeks.
Those of you unable to get to games
on Friday nights or Saturday
lunchtimes will be grateful to Sky.
Something I guess we will have to get
used to. The pandemic meant we
had lots of Sky game time and loose
ends. Alex spent part of his summer
watching England at Wembley and he
recounts them in this edition.
Chelsea Powell is another of our
younger members with impeccably
good taste. She gives her Answers to
our Questions. She is also a bit of a

pie expert – if you are, let us know as
we intend to do a piece on half time
pies next time.
In this edition Jon Want looks at our
ins and outs. Unfortunately, not
enough ins and, sadly, one big out.
We are grateful to Chris Lepkowski for
authoring two obituaries: Tony Lewis,
former landord of the Black Eagle in
Hockley and ex-goalkeeper Alan
Miller.
We have another member’s all-time
team. We hope to continue this on a
regular basis. Let us know if you
would like to take the hot seat.
The big event we hosted this summer
was the visit of Chris Brunt to
Islington. Chief Interrogator, Andy
Jones tells us about Chris’s erudite,
funny,
and
self-deprecating
responses. As always, we are grateful
to Laurie Rampling for his wonderful
photography.
All this is rounded off with one of
Adam Hess’s tough quizzes.
The next edition will be out for
Christmas with your thoughts on your
best and worst festive seasons and
an article on The Three Degrees in
London.
All that said, enjoy this edition and
the next rest of the season.
Aidan

2021. THE YEAR IT SO VERY NEARLY CAME HOME

Alex Horton looks back at an exciting summer
of international football
We went to Woking, Alex Horton went
to watch England.
To quote the famous song, yes we do
all know the score and yes, we’ve seen
it all before – England losing on
penalties… but wait… losing on
penalties in a final, beating Germany
two rounds previous and all in our own
backyard (barring a short trip to
Rome). Don’t worry, this isn’t going to
be a match by match review of the
tournament, looking at players of the
tournament, the best goals, how each
team got there etc., as for that, we do
certainly know the score. Instead, this
is going to be what it was like being a
fan at the games, being a fan
attending the games in a pandemic
that does not seem to want to go away,
and being a fan who could finally
witness their team at a European final.
Having followed England abroad for
many years, tournaments are normally
fantastic occasions. This Euros was
always going to be an interesting one
with the variety of locations on offer
and in 2019 BC (Before Covid) we had
done some serious planning with the
purchase of our match tickets – win
the group, last 16 in Dublin, then onto
Rome; finish second, last 16 in
Copenhagen, then onto St. Petersburg.
All very exciting; free cancellation
hotels and a couple of cheap flights
booked. Then in March 2020, we all
know what happened and life was
turned upside down with UEFA

postponing the tournament for a year.
Fast forward a year and right up until
the weeks before the tournament
there were doubts where games would
be played and even if the tournament
would pass without outbreaks. Having
had all my tickets refunded by UEFA, I
shortly then had to buy them back for
all the group games and on a sundrenched Sunday afternoon in early
June, it was off to Wembley to see
England v Croatia, which on paper
seemed the hardest of all games.
After a year of seeing non-league
games and the one West Brom game
when fans were permitted, I was
understandably very excited about a
return to Wembley and seeing friends
that had not been seen for nearly 18
months. Making my way to Wembley
that day you could sense a feeling of
freedom in the air – a tournament in
the UK, England replica shirts
everywhere around London and a real
excitement; with a young and exciting
team, could this be our year? The
matchday experience was a very
different one; the capacity at Wembley
was severely reduced (making the
walk to the ground very pleasant) and
the expected Covid restrictions in
place - having to show evidence of
both jabs or a negative lateral flow
test. It seemed very surreal to step
into a quieter Wembley but by the time
the game started, the chants were in
full flow and it seemed like normality
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was slowly creeping back. The game
finished 1-0 with Sterling scoring just
before the hour mark – three points in the
bag, clean sheet, opening tournament win.
All good so far. Next up, Scotland.
Few games whet the appetite more than an
England v Scotland game and on a wet
Friday night at the capital, we trudged back
to Wembley through throngs of Scots and
witnessed an uninspiring 0-0 draw. Is
football coming home asked a Scotsman –
I advised that it’s just taking a diversion at
this moment in time much to his humour.
Big game the following Tuesday, Czech
Republic and the chance to win the group
and get the Round of 16 game at Wembley.
That Tuesday night saw a very professional
display from England, with Sterling yet
again being the difference and scoring
early in the first half. The group stages had
been successfully negotiated and next up
was another of the old enemies, Germany.
As progression to the Round of 16 was
secured, this also meant the capacity at
Wembley nearly doubling to around
45,000.
With tickets secured for one of the biggest
games in recent years, you could sense the
difference around Wembley; this was
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beginning to feel more like a matchday –
souvenir scarves were for sale, a healthy
number of German fans around, chants
being sung around Wembley. At 5pm on a
Tuesday afternoon the country ground to a
halt and cheered on England to a 2-0
victory, which finally saw Kane break his
tournament duck and Muller miss a
chance that would have changed the
game. The cries of Football’s Coming
Home were getting louder and louder.
Next up, the Italian Job. This is where it gets
tricky – as much as we all wanted to go
over, it was an impossible task for those
based in the UK. In a normal pre-Covid
world, a short weekend in Rome in July
would have been lovely. The game itself
was a very easy one, a resounding 4-0
victory over a poor Ukraine team. Quarter
finals negotiated, it was semi-final time and
crunch time.
England now found themselves in their
second
semi-final
in
successive
tournaments following Russia and faced a
confident Danish team. This was going to
be some game and some atmosphere. As
a warmup, we decided to go to the game
the night before – the semi-final between
Italy and Spain. It was so nice to finally get
to a game at the tournament as a neutral

and just sit back and watch football being
played; sat in the middle of the Italians we
didn’t really get much choice as to the
team we had to support, so Forza Italia it
was. After a late finish with penalties, it
was Italy in the final. If we got past
Denmark, this was going to be tricky.
Semi-final Night 2. England v Denmark. It’s
fair to say the nerves were truly kicking in
before this; with even more fans permitted
into this game the atmosphere was
phenomenal. We all know the game:
Denmark take the lead, we equalise, extra
time, Kane misses a penalty, Kane
proceeds to score. Sweet Caroline. A final
v Italy – the first final since 1966. Being
inside the ground that Wednesday night
was emotional for all there and with just
four days till final day, the days couldn’t
pass quickly enough.
A final at Wembley on a Sunday kicking off
at 8pm was always going to create a few
issues, with the nation partying from early
Sunday morning. Sadly there were to be
scenes that no one wants to witness and
the sheer volume of people at Wembley
that day was remarkable and frankly
dangerous. Unfortunately, this was not all
good natured with a number forcing their
way into the ground and creating scenes
that shouldn’t be seen in a modern-day
football ground. After being pushed, kicked
and barged, I finally managed to get
through into the ground. Well, here I was,

at a European final watching England and
after two minutes we were in dreamland.
Luke Shaw, the unlikeliest of heroes, put us
1-0 up and the crowd went into bedlam. As
the game progressed you could feel it was
slowly trickling away to Italy’s favour and in
the second half Italy equalised. After this it
felt very much that it was Italy’s to lose,
with extra time and then the dreaded
penalties – taken right in front of where I
was sat.
It was certainly a different tournament to
those I had been to before. With the
reduced capacities to begin with and the
lateral flow tests before every game, it was
certainly a different pre-match routine.
Sadly, the final will always be marred by
what happened outside (and inside)
Wembley, but needless to say, it was an
experience to last a lifetime. Sadly,
following the final, many friends have
proceeded to test positive for Covid
meaning that I am currently stuck in
isolation as I write this. The life of a football
fan!
With only 18 months until the World Cup,
can we go one step further and can football
finally come home? Let’s not get carried
away, we’ve certainly seen all that before…
But first, the small matter of promotion out
of the Championship.
Boing Boing everyone and let’s have a
great season!

06

MY ALL TIME BEST ALBION TEAM
07

ROWAN HARPER
This season’s Baggie Shorts will include one our members’
greatest all-time Albion teams. Thanks to Rowan Harper
for bringing this forward and he gives us his best eleven in
this issue.

Ben
Foster

John
Wile (c)

Remi
Moses

Alistair
Robertson

Bryan
Robson

Laurie
Cunningham

Derek
Statham

Johnny
Giles

Bob
Taylor

Chris
Brunt

Romelu
Lukaku

Manager: Ron Atkinson
If you would like to have your team featured in a future issue, please
send it through to baggieshorts@btinternet.com.
Photos of John Wile and Tony Brown by Laurie Rampling

Ben Foster
Albion Career: 2011-2018
Appearances: 223

Still a superb keeper- close thing between him and Tony
Godden who was a great shot stopper but I recall voting for
Ben as my fans’ player of the season on multiple occasions.
He was at his prime in 2012-13 season.

Derek Statham
Albion Career: 1977-1987
Appearances: 373 Goals: 11

Simply the best defender we have ever had. Reliable and hard
when it was needed. Part of the Atkinson era when we were at
our best. I saw him make his England debut against Wales at
Wembley. He looked the class defender on the pitch that day.

John Wile
Albion Career: 1970-1983
Appearances: 619 Goals: 29

Captain courageous. Would be my team captain. Made over
600 senior appearances for the Baggies.

Alistair Robertson
Albion Career: 1968-1986
Appearances: 626 Goals: 12

"Thou Shalt Not Pass " all that needs to be said.

Bryan Robson
Albion Career: 1975-1981
Appearances: 249 Goals: 46

Simply our best ever midfielder. Came up through the WBA
youth ranks. Went on to Manchester United and England
and will never be forgotten at The Albion.

Remi Moses
Albion Career: 1977-1981
Appearances: 73 Goals: 6

Played alongside Bryan Robson. What a midfield pairing.

Johnny Giles
Albion Career: 1975-1977
Appearances: 88 Goals: 5

My favourite ever player and the hardest I have ever seen.
Would have eaten Roy Keane for breakfast. Our playermanager in the 1970s.

Chris Brunt
Albion Career: 2007-2020
Appearances: 430 Goals: 58

13 years at the Albion. Best left foot in the game.

Laurie Cunningham
Albion Career: 1977-1979
Appearances: 114 Goals: 30

Left wing genius who scared defenders to death. He became
the first black footballer to represent England at senior
international level as well as being the first ever Englishman
to play for Real Madrid. One of the Three Degrees.

A typical forward who would be anonymous for large
Super Bob Taylor
periods of the game but when needed would score the
Albion Career: 1992-2003*
Appearances: 377 Goals: 131 crucial goals. A crowd favourite and we still sing about him
now.

Romelu Lukaku
Albion Career: 2012-2013
Appearances: 38 Goals: 17

*At Bolton Wanderers 1998-2000

Power House. The fridge from Stamford Bridge. How I wish
we had bought him.
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OBITUARY: TONY LEWIS
09

Chris Lepkowski remembers the former landlord of the
London Baggies’ favourite pre-match boozer, the Black Eagle
All of this started with a moody

Nasher suggested the Black Eagle,

landlord at Hockley’s Church pub

just a few yards from the recently

before a West Bromwich Albion

opened Soho Benson Road Metro

game in 1999.

Station. It was to be the best Albion-

A simple question about a delayed

related discovery of the decade.

food order was returned with a

After Enzo Maresca, of course. The

short, sharp volley of rude bile. Not

London Baggies had a new pre-

for the first time. After one too many

match home. One they would keep

pre-match episodes of impudence,

returning to for the next decade and

a decision was made: We were

a half.

going to need a new pre-match pub.

The Black Eagle ticked boxes. Close

‘Lore has it that London taxi drivers

to the Metro. Excellent home-made

know everything about anything.

traditional pub grub. The best beer

And it just so happens our very own

in town - kept well, served with a

cabbie was London Baggie stalwart

smile. They even managed to

Tony Nash; a man with a more-than-

convince

passing insight into Birmingham's

Bathams to deliver a couple of

hostelries and, more importantly, a

barrels every weekend.

proud owner of the latest CAMRA

It was Tony Lewis’s name above the

guide.

door of this fantastic oasis in a
use

the

usually

reluctant

beaten down area of Hockley. To
football vernacular, he was the

playmaker of the place – the No.10, who
knitted together the strands and threads
needed to deliver what was regarded as one
of the best pubs in Birmingham.
Always immaculately dressed, I always
thought Tony had a touch of Lionel Blair
about him, but more suave and minus the
tap shoes. Everything he did was delivered
with such finesse. It was only later I

discovered he had auditioned for the

their lunches. That was down to Tony. He

James Bond role in Her Majesty’s Secret

insisted on the best ingredients, sourced

Service. He was also the berobed

from award-winning suppliers. No cutting

percussionist striking a giant gong on

corners. When you visited Tony’s pub, you

Turkish Delight TV adverts during the

were there for the experience beyond

1970s.

merely a pint of beer.

Cubby Broccoli’s loss was our gain. Tony

Timing is everything. It just so happens

was modest, but charismatic. He was

our time visiting the Black Eagle during

always willing to chat, no matter how busy

Tony’s watch happened to coincide with

he was. Tony was no football fan by any

Albion’s most productive period of the

stretch, but he understood supporters. He

modern era. I suspect many of you who

grasped the importance of making sure

visited the pub before (or after) games will

that Bathams barrel was in place for

hold as many cherished memories of your

Saturday morning. He knew the need to

time in Factory Road as you did at The

have kitchen staff ready by midday every

Hawthorns. Let’s face it, we weren’t used

Saturday. And if you were really lucky you

to nice things as Albion fans back in

could arrive at 11.30am and be ushered

1999. Perhaps the Black Eagle was the

in for that first pint, a good half an hour

catalyst for the ‘glory’ years that followed?

before the doors were meant to open.

In any case, much like Albion’s Premier

From Day One he pretty much looked after

League dalliance, all good things must

us until the day he left.

come to an end. Some years ago, Tony

After one of Gary Megson’s promotions - I

decided to pour his final pint. Retirement

forget which - Tony agreed to reopen the

beckoned. The Black Eagle was sold, with

Black

Tony intending to spend the coming years

Eagle

slightly

earlier

to

accommodate the London Baggies. The

with his partner in Spain.

regulars returned after the match to find a

Sadly, his retirement was to be short-

grand spread of hot food laid out. All

lived. It was somewhat cruel that fate

gratis.

didn’t look after him in the way he looked

And the food was good. I know from

after us. He passed away in July. Way too

speaking to non-football friends that

soon, way too young.

people from as far as Coventry and

Tony Lewis

Wolverhampton would dine at the Black
Eagle on Sundays, such was the quality of

th

18 October 1949 - 14th July 2021
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VALÉRIEN ISMAËL: A SURVEY
11

The appointment of a new Head Coach has been too
frequent an occurrence of late, and Aidan Rose asked
London Baggies for their views of the latest man to take
the Hawthorns hot seat.
We get the sense from the responses to this survey that there is a
new spirit of optimism, with a few predictable merchants of doom
and gloom who have been here before and watched that. Generally,
it seems that there is excitement about new Head Coach – even
though we know little about him. However, he comes with a record
of transformation at Barnsley, and, of course, he has the massive
advantage of not being Big Sam.
In our pre-season membership survey, which got 43 respondents,
when we asked your opinion about the new Boss and the club’s
prospects for next season.
So, who do you think Valérien Ismaël is?
Before his arrival at Barnsley, very little was known about Valérien
on these shores as, apart from an unsuccessful spell at Crystal
Palace in 1998, he spent the majority of his career in France and
Germany. He was extremely successful in his one season managing
LASK in Austria. Having overseen qualification for the Europa
League group stages for the first time in the club’s history - he
guided them to victories against European powerhouses, Sporting
Lisbon and PSV Eindhoven to top the group stages and qualify for
the knockout rounds. After beating AZ Alkmaar, they were defeated
by Manchester United in the Round of 16. His time at LASK was cut
short after a video of him leading a training session during the
COVID lockdown was leaked paving the way for his move to
Yorkshire.
Well, we know he was Head Coach at Barnsley for most of last
season and his record speaks for itself. Take a look at a few of their
Championship tables. In 2019-20 they survived by one point. They
started last season just as badly but when Ismaël took over their
world changed.

The Ismaël Impact - Barnsley’s record pre- and post-appointment
Period
2019/2020 season
2020/2021 to 23 October
2020/2021 season
2020/2021 from 24 October

Pld
46
5
46
41

W
12
0
23
23

D
13
3
9
6

L
21
3
14
11

Pts
49
3
78
75

Pos
21
21
5
+16

PPG
1.16
0.60
1.70
1.83

1.83
1.70

1.16

2020/2021 from 24 October

2020/2021 season

2020/2021 to 23 October

2019/2020 season

0.60

Picture by Laurie Rampling

Who, amongst our previous head coaches, might he be closest to?
The New Meggo
The New Steve Clarke
The New Pepe Mel
The New Big Sam

5%
0%
2%
0%

His Own New Man
A Barnsley Chop

85%
8%
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What would constitute success?
We asked you to define what success under Valérien Ismaël would be. “Onwards and
Upwards” was left for you to define, which you fickle buggers did.
Consolidation Survival
3%
5%
Play-Offs
10%

Onwards and
Upwards
28%

Automatic
Promotion
54%

Within the restrictions of the free version of our survey tool we broke your success
factors down by your, surprisingly high, level of optimism. Of course, we will return to
this, probably all too soon.

What needs to happen?
So, broken down by your prospects for the season, this is, as Lenin said, Что делать?
Onwards and Upwards
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Stability and trying to play football the right way
Money and willingness to ride out short term dips in results
The board
Promotion
A longer-term plan and sticking to it
The Board backing Ismael
Stabilising the club and giving us a foundation to build on
Scoring goals and keeping clean sheets
A long-term strategy of investment and rebuilding our brand
Developing our own youth - how many have failed to make the grade?
A new creative midfield

Automatic Promotion
• Keeping key players
• Coherent playing style, fitness, players that buy into the project & some
smart purchases
• Single minded attitude to accept nothing less
• Keeping our best players and investing wisely in new ones
• His ability to get his ideas across, and one or two squad additions
• Bringing in the right players
• Quality players, team spirit & good management from the very top
• Quality recruitment
• Getting fans back behind the team
• The club making sensible investment and transfer decisions. In addition,
the new manager proving himself at this level
• Investment in good young players and playing attacking football
• Everyone pulling in the same direction
• Retaining and recruitment
• Playing like a team
• Getting the right players to support the manager's style of play - and a goal
scorer
Play-Offs
• Getting rid of the current owners who do not want to invest in the club
• Keeping players
• Dan Ashworth-style development work, plus Southgate-style explicit
equality and diversity
Consolidation
• Money and willingness to ride out short term dips in results
Survival
• Commitment, tactics talent, and team spirit

Difficult to disagree with much of that!
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SIX OF THE BEST?
15

Jon Want looks at Albion’s transfer activity in the
summer of 2021
It’s very easy to to look at
Albion’s activity in this
summer’s window and be
critical.
The question that seems to
flowing around social media
at present is “What happened
to the Pereira money?” and, in
truth, none of us are able to
answer that question with any
clarity. Anyone can come up
with the glib answer that “Lai
has pocketed it” but, for me,
why would he?
It seems to be a commonly
held belief that Lai wants to
sell the club, but he also
wants to get a valuation as
close to what he paid for it as
possible – it is unlikely that he
will get back to that value, but
the only way he will get
anywhere near it is by getting
the club back into the Premier
League. It would be counterintuitive to hold onto funds
that could be spent to achieve
that aim.
The other angle is that we
don’t actually know what the
“Pereira money” amounts to.
The fee has been reported to
be £17m, less than what we

would have hoped for but,
given that there were no bids
from Premier League clubs, it
seems as if it was what the
market was prepared to pay.
Maybe it could have been
increased a little by waiting,
but that bid could equally
have gone away. With Pereira
obviously wanting to go and
starting to become disruptive,
the club obviously felt the
time was right to do the deal.
Moreover, it has been
reported that the deal was
split into four instalments and
only one of those, presumably
just over £4m, has so far
been received.
That Albion have not paid any
transfer fees this summer
grates with many, but it does
not, of course, mean that they
have spent no money. A “free
transfer” is never free – the
player will get an additional
signing on bonus and agents
still need paying, while most
loan deals will have a fee
attached along with an
agreement on player wages.
And while seven senior
players left in the summer at

the end of their contracts, three
senior players signed contract
extensions – Kyle Bartley, Darnell
Furlong and Matt Phillips all received
improved deals both to reward the
players and to fend off any interest
from Premier League clubs. Good
business in my book, and Albion are
reported to have the second highest
wage bill in the division.
So could Albion have done more?
Probably, but how much more is
debateable, and whether the right
players were available is another
unknown.
Albion will always run a tight ship with
the current owners in place, and I was
never expecting a massive outlay on
fees this window particularly given
the impact of COVID on revenues over
the last eighteen months. Also
remember that the only time that
Albion spent big in recent years, in
the summer of 2018, they were
subsequently relegated. Lai has been
burnt once, he will not want to endure
that a second time.

already evident, as is his goalscoring
ability with two in his first four games
for the club including a wonder strike
at Blackburn.

First through the door was Doncasterborn Alex Mowatt on a free transfer
from Barnsley. As a key member of
Ismaël’s squad at Oakwell, it was an
easy decision to bring him in knowing
that he was already well adjusted to
his footballing philosophy. We have
already seen what an astute signing
he is with his energy and quality

Loan signing, Matt Clarke, knows the
Championship very well having spent
the last two seasons on loan at Derby
County and he has settled in well to
the back three. Being left-footed, he
offers great balance to the defence
and he has taken well to the high
energy high press style. He has
unfortunately missed time through

Alan Mowa�
Picture by Laurie Rampling

Other than a loan spell at Oxford
United, this is Mowatt’s first transfer
outside of Yorkshire having spent his
early career at Leeds United.
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commitment. He has four older
brothers who also play football.
Adam Reach is a player I have always
admired although I haven’t seen him
play that much. I’ve always thought of
him as a winger rather than a wing
back but he has played at left back
many times during his career.

Ma� Clarke
Picture by Laurie Rampling

injury and it is perhaps no
coincidence that Albion have not
conceded a goal with Clarke on the
pitch – currently sidelined with a
hamstring issue, he is already being
missed.

He started in the Middlesbrough
academy and broke into the first team
in 2014/15 after three loan spells
including a season at Shrewsbury
Town. After another loan spell at
Preston, he moved to Sheffield
Wednesday in 2016 and made more

Born in Suffolk, Clarke started his
career at Ipswich before moving to
Portsmouth after a successful loan
spell. He moved to Brighton in the
summer of 2019 but is yet to make an
appearance for his parent club.
Joining on the same day as Clarke,
Quevin Castro looks to be one for the
future. He had some eye-catching
moments in his debut against
Arsenal, but he will need to improve
significantly if he is to challenge
Livermore and Mowatt for a central
midfield spot. Lots of clubs have
looked at him, but Albion are the first
to offer him a deal – a risk, but
hopefully not too much of a financial
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Adam Reach
Picture by Laurie Rampling

and both West Ham and Norwich
have deemed him not good enough
for the Premier League.
In the Championship, however, he has
done a job scoring 15 goals in a
season on loan at QPR in 2019/20.
He is something different to what we
already have up front and he certainly
made a difference on his debut at
Peterborough albeit his missed a
really good chance.

Hugill in ac�on at Peterborough
Picture by Laurie Rampling

than 200 appearances for the Owls
scoring 24 goals.
Although he was part of the side that
were thumped by Arsenal, our first
“proper” look at him was in the
second half at London Road. There is
no doubt that he was caught a few
times with the ball over the top, but
the way the team plays, that is always
going to happen. He will still be
working on his fitness to bring it up to
Ismaël levels, and as a back up to
Townsend, I think he’ll be able to do a
job.
Jordan Hugill could, perhaps unfairly,
be described as journeyman striker.
With nine clubs on his CV, including
five loan spells, he certainly has
plenty of experience. He has not
exactly been prolific over his career

Born in Middlesbrough, he spent
much of his early years in non-league
football and also had a spell at Glenn
Hoddle’s academy in Jerez before
finally getting a pro contract at Port
Vale at the age of 22.
The final signing of the window was
Irish international Jayson Molumby
who was signed on loan from Brighton
with a view to a permanent deal
(whatever that means!). Offering
much needed back up in central
midfield, Ismaël feels he has the right
profile and with a season and a half of
Championship experience, he could
be a useful signing.
Barring a spell with the unfortunately
named Villa FC, he spent his youth
career with Railway Athletic in his
home town of Cappoquin in Co.
Waterford in the south east corner of
Ireland. He was picked up by Brighton
at the age of 16 and has had loan
spells at Millwall and Preston.
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OBITUARY: ALAN MILLER
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Former Evening Mail reporter, Chris Lepkowski, pays tribute
to former Baggies ‘keeper Alan Miller who tragically died in June.
It was Phil Whitehead who
unwittingly paid Alan Miller the
biggest compliment during their
time together at The Hawthorns.

lauded. Out he went, in came Ray
Harford, a manager who brought
gravitas, coaching credentials and,
thankfully, wasn’t Alan Buckley.

The downbeat Albion goalkeeper
was accosted by a group of
supporters at the club’s player-ofthe-season event and asked, ever
so tactlessly, why he was so
miserable and unwilling to engage
with revelling fans.

For about a decade from the
mid-1980s there was little to excite
Albion fans between the sticks.
Stuart Naylor had his moments –
good enough to win two England B
caps – but, let’s be honest, he was
a fairly miserable sage at the best
of times. Otherwise, it was a fairly
empty shelf.

One of this first jobs was to bring in
Alan Miller, who was surplus to
requirements at Middlesbrough
following the arrival of Mark
Schwarzer (a keeper Albion
pursued
themselves).
Miller
changed our perception of the
Albion
goalkeeper.
Agile,
commanding, with gloves that
stuck to the ball. The ricks we
associated with Albion keepers
were gone. The defence and team
grew in confidence. In the space of
several months, Miller became one
of the hottest properties outside
the top flight. Not quite enough to
earn England recognition, but
certainly good enough to be linked
with moves to Liverpool and
Everton.

By 1997, Albion chairman Tony
Hale had realised that Alan
Buckley might not quite be ‘one of
the five best managers in the
country’, as he had previously

But it was more than his
goalkeeping. He would interact
with fans. He was charismatic and
acted like he was every one of us
out on that pitch. He acted like he

“Because I’m not Alan Miller…”
And he was right; he wasn’t.
Nobody was.

was our mate. Miller might have been
an Essex lad, but he adopted Albion as
his club. He even lived in West
Bromwich for a few months, moving into
a bungalow (next to my parents as it
happens) with his actress girlfriend
Claire Sweeney. They drank in the local
pubs, they chatted to fans. Since when
did Albion fans like their goalkeepers,
let alone chat to them over a pint? This
was an unprecedented province for an
era of Albion fans more used to the likes
of the hapless Paul Crichton, Woking
veteran Mel Rees and the forgettable
Paul Reece.
Miller and Harford had a brilliant
relationship. The same could not be
said of Harford’s successor, Denis
Smith. His signing of the more introvert
Phil Whitehead was to become one of
Smith’s regrets - ‘I was happy with
him…but the fans absolutely adored
Alan Miller’. And that was the problem.
Whoever replaced Miller was always
going to struggle.
I spoke to Miller for my book From
Buzaglo To Balis (FBTB).
With
subsequent irony he spoke about a
near-death experience, THAT Wolves
game, Harford’s influence, the love for
the fans, Frank Sinatra, and so much
more. His energy for Albion shone
through, despite it not always being the

Picture by Laurie Rampling

smoothest journey for him.
After
retiring from football, he moved abroad
to set up a concierge business, before
returning to England. He set up home
in Norfolk and started a new life with his
partner, taking up a role as events
manager at 18th century country house
Holkham Hall. He spoke of his love for
organising events and the frustration of
the Covid-driven cancellations. Most
recently he had been looking forward to
hosting a ‘Festival of Football’
competition this summer.
I wept when I saw the news emerge of
his passing in June. We had become
friends since his book interview and
discussed him being involved in a post-
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Covid FBTB book launch. Like his
former mentor and friend Cyrille Regis,
a cardiac arrest was to take both men
while they were in their 50s, both still in
the prime of their lives – one just about
a quinquagenarian, the other just a few
weeks shy of his 60th. Life can be such
a cruel bastard.
During the course of our chats for From
Buzaglo to Balis, Alan was kind enough
to lend me his diaries from the first year
or so of his Albion spell. It was clear in
those how much love he had for the club
– despite it being a relative basket case
back then – and how much time he had
for supporters. It was a bond that was
rekindled partially through the release

of the book, and more so through his
willingness to engage with fans on
social media in recent years.
It was no surprise that during his
funeral service, his brother reeled off
Alan’s football clubs and paused at
West Bromwich Albion to emphasise it
had been his most enjoyable period as
a footballer.
Rarely have supporters taken to a
footballer so seamlessly. And Miller
engineered that from the moment he
pulled on that No 1 shirt for the first
time.
RIP Big Man.

Pictures by Laurie Rampling
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Alan Miller
29 March 1970 - 3rd June 2021
th

CHRIS BRUNT: A BAGGIES LEGEND

Picture by Laurie Rampling

Andy Jones tells about the evening when Chris Brunt
visited the London Baggies.
On stage, Chris Brunt gives the
same as he did on the field perfect
delivery,
all
out
commitment
and
regular
screamers to get the crowd off
their feet. At the Electrowerkz,
Upper Street on 11th August, our
beloved Brunty played through all
our greatest hits from the Premier
League
years,
including
everything from the early
Mowbray days, through Di
Matteo, Hodgson, Clarke, Pepe
Mel and the final days of Pardew,
including that fateful Barcelona
taxi ride.
We learned about the regimented
Pulis era. In the week where we
played - and lost - at Villa Park

twice, Pulis had to stay up for the
week in a hotel as he lived on the
south coast. Therefore, so did the
players. In the biggest week of the
season - a local derby and an FA
Cup quarter final against their
deadly rivals - the players were
walled up in a Birmingham hotel
for five days, driving to and from
training, right past their own
houses. “I drove past my own
house six times that week without
once going in.” A bitter pill to
swallow for players who had
families to see, especially.
Even though an army marches on
its stomach, Pulis became
obsessed the players were eating
too much. Before one away game,
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the players came down to see only two
salad bowls laid out.
Pulis had
changed the menu.
There was the tale of how things
unravelled for Alan Irvine - a great
coach and well-liked but clearly not in
charge of transfers. When asked what
he thought of summer signing Brown
Ideye, Irvine, said, “I don’t know, I’ve
not seen him play.” Pepe Mel lacked
tactical insight and English language
skills to make it work - including a
badly advised high defensive line
featuring Olsson, McAuley and Diego
Lugano. A training camp in Spain
became a golf tour for several of the
players who saw opportunity to polish
their handicaps at Mel’s expense.

Despite barring players from playing
rounds during the day, one senior
goalkeeper at the club glided past Mel
out of the hotel with his clubs. Mel
simply said, “Enjoy your day, Tiger
Woods!”
Of the fateful taxi saga in Barcelona,
Brunt described going out for a
civilised drink with the players early on
and exiting at a sensible hour. It was
only when one of the senior staff at the
club text to say, “What the f happened
last night?!” did he realise something
was amiss. Although tabloid reports
described a taxi rampage, the real
story was more slapstick. The taxi
driver taking the four players home got
out into a McDonalds’ drive-thru for a

Picture by Laurie Rampling
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temporary stop. An unnamed Albion
player - we asked, he wouldn’t tell then drove the car around the corner
with a view to playing a trick.
Unfortunately, Barcelona’s one-way
round system meant the vehicle was
suddenly on a ring road heading out of
town!
He also discussed cult hero Somen
Tchoyi. As well as suspicions that
Tchoyi was older than his passport
claimed, we heard how Tchoyi was so
low energy that when putting his kit on
- rather than bending down to pull his
shorts up - he would step into his
shorts and then wriggle them up his

legs. On another occasion, when
asked to come off the bench for the
last twenty minutes of a match, Tchoyi
said he had no energy and asked the
doctor for something to pep him up
before he could go on.
Brunt certainly lacked no stamina - he
stayed way beyond the expected time,
signing autographs and posing for
photos (even with some surprised goth
guests outside) and was especially
thrilled to see a strong Northern
Ireland contingent show up. It was an
honour to see Chris add just one more
appearance to his 382 Baggies
performances.

Pictures by Laurie Rampling
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Q&A

Aidan Rose interviews London Baggie,
Chelsea Powell, about her love for Albion
Chelsea was born in West Bromwich and raised in
Wednesbury, before moving to Wimbledon after
getting a job in the capital.
Why the Albion?
Having a dad and three elder brothers who are
massive West Bromwich Albion fans, I kind of had
no choice. Not that I’m complaining!
What was your first game?
I can’t remember my first game due to being so
young, but my brother says it was a midweek
League Cup game at home. The first game I
properly remember was the Tony Brown

testimonial: West Bromwich vs Jamaica at
The
Hawthorns.
My
grandparents are Jamaican, so
it was quite a special occasion
for our family.
Most memorable game?
There’s a few, but for me it has
to be The Great Escape season
against Portsmouth at home.
The tension in the ground that
day was something I had never
experienced before. From the
complete silence when the
results weren’t going our way,
to the greatest pitch invasion
I’ve ever been part of. I’ve still
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got some of the grass from the pitch Sam. Footballing god or devil
in my memory tin.
incarnate?
Super Bob or Super Kev?

The Devil. I also hate the way he
chews his chewing gum!

Super Bob. First player’s name I had
on the back of my shirt.
Prospects for next season?
Best ever signing?
Tough one. Gareth McAuley
because of his age at the time of
signing and he was a free transfer. I
don’t think many were expecting
much from him. That and the fact
the he had no previous Premier
League experience.

Enjoying
games
in
Championship without VAR!

the

Best home strip?
2008-2009
Worst away strip?

Worst ever signing?

2007-2008. It was boring, plus I
wore it the day we lost to Derby in
the Play Off Final.

Valero!

Most memorable away catering?

Favourite away ground?

The original Magpie (meat and
potato) at Newcastle, that was
before they changed it.

Craven Cottage.
Favourite
section
Hawthorns? Why?

of

The

Sixties or seventies?

30 years before my time.
Brummie Road. It’s the only place
I’ve ever sat.
Best away performance at The
Hawthorns?
Where do you have lunch before a
home game?
Chelsea 2017. I remember Eden
Hazard having a blinder of a game.
The Sportsman.
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Quiz Answers: Bag the Baggie: Jonas Olsson. 1. Sam Johnstone and Okay Yokuşlu. 2.
Zoltán Gera. 3.Hal Robson-Kanu. 4. Gareth McAuley and Jonny Evans. 5. Bryan Robson.
6. Slaven Bilić and Roberto di Ma�eo. 7. Bernt Haas. 8. Keith Andrews, Shane Long and
Simon Cox. 9. Four (James Chester, Wales; Gareth McAuley and Jonny Evans, Northern
Ireland; James McClean, Republic of Ireland. 10. Chris Brunt.

BAGGIE SHORTS QUIZ

By Adam Hess

Euros Special
Bag the Baggie:
• I was born in Landskrona, Sweden
in 1983
• My first big move was to N.E.C.
Nĳmegen in 2004
• I joined The Baggies in 2008 for
£800,000
• I went on to play 261 games for the
Albion scoring 14 goals
• During that time, I represented
Sweden at the 2012 Euros and
played against England in the
group stages
• I left Albion in 2018 and joined
Djurgardens FC where I won the
Swedish Cup
• I missed the UK so much that I
returned to play for Wigan for the
2018-19 season.

1. Which two Albion players were
selected for Euro 2020?
2. Which former Albion player was part of
the Hungarian coaching setup at Euro
2020?
3. Which player did we sign off the back
of his wonder goal vs Belgium in
2016?
4. Which two Albion players represented
Northern Ireland at the 2016 Euros?
5. Which former Albion player scored for
England against The Netherlands at
the 1988 Euros?
6. Which two future Albion managers
played at Euro 96?
7. At Euro 2004, who represented
Switzerland whilst playing for the
Albion?
8. Which three Albion players
represented the Republic of Ireland at
Euro 2012?
9. How many Albion players were there at
Euro 2016?

Answers on page 26

10. Which Albion player sadly missed out
on representing his country in Euro
2016 due to injury?
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